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great advaniage, we want them to feel
quite satisfied that they will receive
honest and fair treatment from us. So
far as the workmen are concerned, they
will be able to judge from the legislation
brought forward by us whether we, on our
part, are prepared to give them the same,
or even better, consideration than thaose
sitting opposite.

On motion by Mz. Scappan, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9-50 o'clock,
until the next Tuwesday.

Legislatibe Assembly,
Tuesday, 10th July, 1906.
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Tre SPEAKER (Hon. T. F. Quinlan)
took the Chair at 4-30 o’clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION—COPPER SMELTER
PURCHASE.
Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Mines: Were the negotiativns between
the Government and Mr. Chas. Kaufman

for the purchase of the Government |

smelter at Ravensthorpe opened verbally
or in writing ?

Tare MINISTER FOR MINES
replied : Verbally.

QUESTION—COPPER LEASES,
MR. GRANT'S,

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Mines: When were the negotiations
opened between Mr. Grant and Mr. Chas.
Kaufman for the purchase of Grant's
copper leases at Ravensthorpe ?

[10 Jery, 1906.]
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Tre MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: The hon. gentleman has asked for
information as to some transaction
between two private individuals. There
is nothing in the records of the Mines
Department to enable me to reply toa
question of that sort ; but I am trying to
obtain the information which is asked
for, and as scon as I get it I will give it
to the House.

Me. TAYLOR: I asked the question
because the Minister interjected, when I
was speaking, that the leases were sold
before the smelter; so 1 thought he
knew.

QUESTION—GOLD BUYERS' LICENSES.

Mze. TAYLOR asked the Minhister for
Mines: How many gold buyers' licenses
have been issued in Perth since the
passage of that Act, and to whom ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: Presuming the hon. wmember
means “The Mining Aet, 1904,” which
came into operation on the lst March,
1904, the following licenses have been
granted :—1904, fifteen, one being tem-
porary. 1905, sixteen, one of which was
cancelled a few months after, issue. 1900,
sixteen. During the early pa.rt of 1904,
prior to the coming into operation of the
Act, seven other licenses were granted
under the provisions of ¢ The Goldfields
Act, 1895, and umendments. Full par-
ticulars as to date of issue, to whom
1ssued, etc., are shown on a Return which
I have pleasure in handing te the hon,
member.

BILL, FIRST READING.

Permanent Reserves Rededication,
introduced by the PrEMIER.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

M=z. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet): I
desire to make a personal explanation in
connection with remarks during the
eourse of his speech by the Minisier for
Mines (Hen. H. Gregory) opn Thursday
last. I was not present when that speech
wag delivered, because at half-past five I
was compelled to take a train in order to
visit my constituency. I can assure the
House that had I been present I would
have taken the strongest possible excep-
tion to the remarks and insinuations of
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that hon. gentleman. To-day I have
taken the earliest opportunity of making
an explanation, and I hope that when I
buve done so the Minister will see hig
way clear to withdraw the insinuations
he made on Thursday. According to the
West Australian the Minister said, when
dealing with my remark in a previous
speech that he always received u deputa-
tion introdnced by me with a scowl:—~

Mrc. Troy desired that » friend of hiashould,
contrary to the system pursued nt the State
batteries, have his stone erushed first, and he
asked the Minister to issue instructions to the
manager at the battery to thias effect. He
declined in strong language to fall in with the

proposal,

Reading that in the Wes! Ausiralian, one
could not draw any inference other than
that I had been endeavouring to secure
some special privilege for a friend of
mine ; and I want to say that every per-
son I have seen in my constituency drew
the very same inference. Therefore I
think it my doty to give an explana-
tion to the House uand pouint out the
position of affairs. A gentleman named
Schuman, at Black Range, who is inte-
rested in the Wanderie gold mine, with
two others,s Messrs. Griffiths Brothers,
came to Perth'in order to see if be could
get some stone crushed or purchased, or
treated, so that he might obtain a little
capital to work the mine. Mr. Schuman,
in the first place, is a friend of mine, just
ad all my constituents are friends of mine,
no matter whether they be with me
politically or otherwise; and I want to
say in passing that, so far as I know, Mr.
Schuman has never supported me at uny
election ; and I am absolutely sure his
pa.rt.ners, the Griffiths Bros., have always
been opposed to me, because on every
occasion on which I have gone to the
electors at Mount Maguet the Griffiths

Bros. have been the secreturies of wmy -

opponents ; therefore they could not bave
been political friends of mine in the
manner assumed by the Minister for
Mines. I am pleased to say that they
are my personal friends, and I hope that,
despite the fact that we may differ
politically, they will remain my personal
friends. At the same time I want to state
that these gentlemen are wy constituents,
and that, no matter what they may
require from the Government of this
country, it is my duty when they come to
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Perth to present their claims to the
Minister whom they desire to see. Mr.
Schuman came to me, and I told him I
did not think he would have an oppor-
tunity of having his stone crushed before
other people, because there were so wany
al Black Range waiting to have their
atone crushed, and he would have to wait
his turn. The position was this. The
proprietors of the Wanderie gold wmine
bad spent something like £1,000 in the
purchase of machinery. They are only
prospectors. From the gold which they
had won they purchased a boiler and wind.-
ing plant, and erected a poppet-head, and
they were prepared fo raise stone. All
the money they had won from the gold
bhad been expended in developing the
property nnd purchasing machinery. At
the public battery at Nungarra were some
two hundred or three hundred tons of sand
which theydesired treated, buteould notget
treated; and although the Minister for
Mines tells us the Government purchased
gand at that time at the value of 75 per
cent., it was shown that so far as Black
Range was concerned the sands of these
individuals could not be purchased. That
is whatI want to bringunder the Minister's
notice. When Mr. Schuman mentioned
that they had no money and required some
inorder to pay the wages of their employees
and get a start, T said, * I will take you
to the Minister, and tell the Minister
your request.” I'took Mr. Schuman to
the Minister, and I did what a member
always does in introducing a deputation.

- A member tells the Minister what the

deputation requires, and this is what I
did in the case of Mr. Schuman. Mr.
Schuman desired a certain concession. I
was pot, personally concerned as regards
Mr. Schuman’s request. I introduced
Mr. Schuman because it was my duty to
do so. I had no persoual interest in the
matter at all, not the slightest. It was,
I say, my duty to tell the Minister
just what Mr. Schuman required; yet
the Minister has seen his way to in-
sinuate, and bas endeavoured to convey
to this House and the country, that I
tried to secure a concession for a personal
friend of mine. T take the strongest
exception to the inference made by the
Minister for Mines, and I think it is the
hon. gentleman’s duty to withdraw the
insinuation that was conveyed in hie ex-
pressions.
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M=z. SPEAKER: 1 bope the hon.
member will not make a speech.

Mz. TROY: I want to say, in con-
clusion, that I think these remarks are
necessary, because no member on this
side of the House will feel safe in intro-
ducing a deputation; for the Minister
way come here or go on to some platform
in the future and say, wiren a member
has introduced a deputation, that he has
introduced a few friends in order to gain
a certain coneession. I hope the Minis.
ter will see his way clear to withdraw the
inginvation.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES
(Hon. H. Gregory) : There was no sugges-
tion in any remarks I made the other
night that the hon. member had a per-
sonal interest in the matter which he
brought before me. He drew attention
to the way in which I treated a certain
deputation, and T told the House what
the subject of that deputation was.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
BEVENTH DAY QF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.

Me. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I do
no intend to delay the House lowg in
discussing politics as we find them, and
at the outset I want to say that one wounld
find sufficient to keep this House for two
hours in replying to some of the many
misstatements made by the Minister for
Mines on Thursday last. However, I
think T will find sufficient time in thirty
minutes te say all I desire. In the
first place, I want to draw the attention
of Ministers to the fact that it is usual,
when occupying those benches, to assert
that any statemont made with regard to
the administration of their departments
is made out of personal spleen or for
personal reasons. I want to suy that as
far as I am concerned any ecriticism I
offer towards the Mines Department
or any other—and I pariicularise the
Mines Department because that is the
one in which I take the greatest
interest—is made out of mno bitter-
ness towards the Minister personally.
I contend that I expressed my opinions
when that portfolio was held by a mem-
ber of the Government which I was sup-
porting ; and I will continue to express
them 8o long as I am in this House
representing a constituency. The Min.
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ister for Works (Hon. J. Price) I believe
on Wednesday last took to task members
on this (Opposition) side for indulging
in persoualities. We listened carefully
to the Minister; but T was much sur-
rised next worning to find that he had
journeyed to Midland Junction in support
of & Ministerial candidate, and that the
E(larsonalit.ies then indulged in by the
inister ocoupied the whole of hisspeech.
1 think it would be advisable that the
Minister, before reprimanding members
of this. House, should set them a good
example; and I think the Minister for
Works and the Minister for Mines (Hon,
H. Gregory) are about the worst offenders
in this matter. On Thursday last the
Minister for Mines, for some reason
wbich I can hardly fathom, unless it
were a desire to prevent Mr. W. D.
Johnson from re-entering this House,
made what was absolutely a misstate-
ment of facts—one that was very mis.
leading, and that could have been made
for only one reason. At the cutset,
therefore, I desire to refer to this matter.
The Minister, in referring to the Phillips
River smelter, stated that the then
member for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) had
tabled 2 wotion in this House that the
Government should erect a smelter, and
that Mr. Johnson opposed the motion. I
interjected, ** Was Mr. Johuoson the only
oppoenent ?’  But the Minister carefully
avoided any reply. I have looked up
Hausard, and find that Mr, Thomas
certainly did make a motion as follows :—
That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable to extend the system of public ore
treatment by erecting a copper smelter in the
Phillips River District.
Mr. Thomas enlarged on the necessity
for the smelter; and after he had resumed
his seat, and the motion had been
formually seconded by Mr. A. E. Morgans,
the present Minister for Mines moved
the following amendment :—

That Lthe Government should consider the
advisability of erecting smelting works for the
treatment of copper and other ores, and give
special consideration to the requirements of
the teaseholders in the Phillips River Mineral
District.

I find on locking up Hansard that the
Labour members then supporting that
Government supported also the amend-
ment of the present Minister for Mines.
| Mr. Johnson, I notice, was amongst that
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pumber ; and he concluded his speech by
saying that “He would support the

amendment in the hope that the obtain. .

ing of expert evidence would mean that
we should arrive at’ finality”” Now what
object hud the Minister in mauking his
remarks on last Thursday night? Was
it for the purpose of mislending the
House, or of misleading the electors of
Quildford? I say those remarks were
uncalled for; and unless the facts were
known, anyone heartng the Minister
would have believed that Mr. Johuson
had purposely opposed the erection of
the smelter at Phillips River. This
shows clearly what a misstatement the
Mioister was making; and I think it
advisable that if he wishes to make state-

‘ments, he should keep to the facts and |

fight fairly,  Another matter which
affects me personally I wish to discuss
on this oceasion, namely a remark by the
Minister for Mines, made in an interview
with the Press, in reply to some criticisms
of his department made by me some
months ago. The Minister will remem-
ber that I introduced a deputation
pointing out certsin disabilities wunder
which we laboured as a result of the In.
spection of Machinery Act. Some time
afterwards I spoke in Perth at an
engine-drivers’ social. I referred to some
of those disabilities, and mentioned
the fact that while we membera in
Opposition were desirons of making
known to Ministers the wants of the
country, and especially those of our own
constituencies, we had not the necessary

opportunities, because Ministers—and T |

particularly pointed out the Minister for
Mines—visited our consiituencies with-
out notifying us of their visits. T said
that such a course was inadvisable, and
that if a Mipister was visiting any
conatituency, whether it was repre-
sented by an Oppositionist or by some.
ong on the Ministerial side of the
House, the Minister should inform
the local mewmber so that he could
be in the copnstiluency at the time, and
could if necessary introduce deputations
to the Minister. There are many things
on which the Minister and I agree, and
mwany on which I admit we disagree;
therefore surely a member should be per-
mitted, and I should be only too willing,
to make known to the Minister, either
personally or by deputation, 2ll the facts
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" bearing on any subject, so that he might
. bave the fullest evidence to guide him
when coming to a conclusion. I say it is
advisable that members should consider a
guestion of this kind; and I should like
to point out to members now supporting
the Government that they may notalways
be in that position; and if any future
Government were to follow the precedent -
set by the present Minister for Mines,
those members would find themselves in
a ratber awkward position. I say it is
most inadvisable that Ministers should
act 5o high-handedly. They should cer-
tainly confer on public questions with
members on this side of the House.
However, the Minister, in his reply,
got down to his wsual personalities.
He made no attempt to reply fo my
criticisms. farther than to say that we
were a lot of firebrands, or something of
that sort, because we dared to criticise the
administration of bis departments. In
the first place, the charge I made wus that
the Minister ignored ordinary parliamen-
tary etiquette, in not notifying Opposition
wmembers when he was about to visit their
clectorates. Though I waited for a reply,
pone was forthcoming from the Minister.
The personalities I mentioned were in-
dulged in; and the Minister said :—

It should be clearly understood that the
regulations made under the Act were framed
by the Government which Mr. Scaddan sup-
ported; and while that Goverpment was in
power, he was peculiarly silent. Since that
Government left office, Mr. Scaddan and his
friends besieged me for concessions.

! Now I absolutely deny that here; and
| moreover, I challenge the Minister to
prove the statement that U besieged him
for concessions of any kind.

Tae MinisrEr ¥or Mives: Big de-
putations waited on me.

Mgr. SCADDAN: Oh, yes. The posi-
tion is that if members of the Opposition
intreduce a deputation to the Minister,
on any subject, then we are besieging bim
for concessions.

Tue MINISTEE Eok Mines: You, on
that deputation, asked for a lot of things.
You know that.

Mr. SCADDAN: I should like io
| point ovut that although lots of things

were asked for, they were asked for the

good of the general public. [Lasour
. Mguper: They were national works.] 1
. do ot know whether they were natioual
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or “ combine ”’ questions. However, they
were not by any means concessions, but
undertakings for the general good of the
public. I contend that the Minister's
remark was uncalled for, and say he had no
justification in meking it. I did not on
any occasion besiege him for concessions
of any kind. T take up the position that
I behieved then and believe still that the
Minister, out of pique at certain things
that bappened during last session, allowed
himself to prefer those personalities to the
general good of the country; and I con-
tend that such a course is unwise, and
that the Minister, while he is supposed to
be administering his department, should
oceupy his position for the good of the
country as a whole. However, I do not
wish to go farther into that particular
question, There iz another matter on
which the Minister and I had a certain
correspondence which I will deal with
later when touching the Mines Regula-
tions Act. As to the policy of the pre-
sent Government, I wish to say that it
contains many points on which I will
support them ; and morever, I think that
Ministers, if they will stand Lo their
policy as anzounced to the country, will
find it vecessary to call on this side of
the House for gome assistance. [Lasour
Memser: “If”] I candidly admit
there is an ““if.” The frouble I have
bad is in finding what ig actually the
policy of the present Government. First
we had the Attorney Ceneral stating
at Kalgoorlie that the Government
intended to do certain things. [Me.
TavLor: That was only an adver-
tising trip.] I adwmit that Ministers
often go on advertising trips. But
the point is that certain statements were
made by a responsible Minister as to the
policy of the present Government; and
then, in Fremantle, we find the Minister
for Works (Hon. J. Price) making cer-
tain other statements. Subsequently we
find one or two other Ministers making
additional statements, until at last even
the West Austrolian and the Morning
Herald had to point out to the Premier
that if he did not hurry up he would find
bis policy stolen from him—that the
other Ministers were finding a policy
for him, instead of leaving it to be
initiated by him as Leader of this House.
The differences are so wide that I would
like to point out—yes, 1 will give just
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one instance that wight refresh the
memory of the Minister for Works. I
was present at the meeting of the
Attorney (General at Kalgoorlie when he
stood for the seat after accepting a port-
folio. Certain questions were asked the
hon. mewber, and one was “Did he
favour the construction of a dock at
Fremantle ' The Attorney General
immediately rose from his chair and said,
“No, I do not” He said it most
empbatically, I know; becanse I was
present ut the meeting. But what do we
find to be the poliey of the Government
as announced by the Minister for Works
at Fremantle when he was seeking re.
election? That the Government were
going to construct that dock.

Tae Mrn1sTer FoR Works: Nothing
of the sort. It was an extension of the
powers of the Harbour Trust.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is only a
subterfuge on the part of the Govern-
ment. What is the object of extending
the powers of the Harbour Trust but for
the sole purpose of constructing a dock?
The Government know full well that if
the proposal were brought down to this
House at the present time it would not
be carried. [Mr. Borroy: Nonsense!]
I say it is ubsolutely understood by the
Government that their only reason for
bringing down thig measure is that they
are afraid to face this House with such a
proposition as building a dock at Fre-
mantle. That is one instance where
Ministers differ. The Attorney General,
like the Minister for Mines, finds the
columps of the Press bandy at times.
After being returned unopposed he came
to Parth to find that the present Minister
for Works was being opposed, and he
immediately began to make explanations
with regard to that reply he hud niade con.
cerning the dock. I want toknow, what
is the policy of the Government? Who is
the Leader of the Government ; the Minis-
ter for Works, the Attorney General, the
Treasurer, or the Minister for Mines ¥
In this particular policy I can hardly see
the shadow of the Premier, large as he is,
The point I desire to touch on most is
the fact that the main feature of the
policy of the Government is 2 proposul to
tax unimproved land values. I havereaud
carefully the remarks of the various
Ministers ou this question when before

, their constituents, and 1 bave not yeb
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been able to grasp how far the Govern-
ment intend to go in regard to this
_mportant measure of unimproved land
values taxation. As a matter of fact,
judging from what Ministers bave said
in this House, the Government have not
yet decided as to what they intend to do.
I think their decision will be arrived at
after the majority of members on the
Government side of the House have
spoken. Certainly Ministers are not clear
as to how members are going to support
thew on the proposal; but I can assure
them that if they Lring down a genuine
tax on unimproved land values they need
not fear their supporters, for the Oppo-
sition will come to their assistance and
help them over the ditch. [MEMBER:
What about exemptions?] I am not
going to deal with ezemptions now; I
will do so when the Bill comes before the
House. We on this side of the House
have always stood for measures, and this
is one of the measures for which we have
stood in season and out of season; and
if the Goverument will bring it down,
then the QOpposition will loyally support
them ; but the true test of the sincerity
of the Government in this regard will not
be known until the measure is tackled in
another place. 'The true test will be
whether the Government are prepared to
fight another place on this proposal
We have bad the spectacle of members
being returned to another place sup-
ported strongly — most strongly — by
Ministers, thovgh they were opposed
to the proposals of the Government
in this and other matters. That does
not look on the face of it as if the
Government were sincere in this matter.
It is time enough to judge of their sin-
cerity when the Bill is returned to the
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ernment side ? The Honorary Minister
(Hon. J. Mitchell) has always been a
strong opponent of a tax on unimproved
land values. However, he stated the
other night that he was now compelled
to support it. For what reason? It is
only a short eight months ago since he
stated his opibion on this question.

TeE HonorarY MinisTer : When did
T state my opinion ?

Mr. SCADDAN: During your elec-
tion. T believe that the bon. member's
opposition to that tax had a lot to do
with his return to this House. What
has caused the hon. member to change
his opinion on it ?

Tae Howorary MINISTER :
opinion did I express ¥

Mr. SCADDAN : The hon. member
expressed an opinion, but now he states
that he is compelled to support the tux.
Why is he compelled ¥ Is it that the
finances of the Stale have altered since
he expressed that opinion? In my
opinion nothing has transpired to cause
the hon. member to change his opinion
on this particular question during the
short eight months. There are other mem-
berswho havealtered their opinionson this
question. T think it was generally under-
stood in the country eight or nine months
ago during the general elections that the
finances of the State required some care-
ful consideration. Mr. Rason, the then
Premier, in announcing his policy at
Midland Junction, said that he believed
that with careful and economic adminis-
tration he could make the revenue of this
State meet the expenditure. T am sorry
the member for Collie (Mr. Ewing) is not
in his place, becanse I have here a clip-

What

. ping from a newspaper showing that when

House ¢hopped about as it will be in -

another place. I am going to watch this

measure cerefully. The Government are '

taking a lot of kudos for it, but I am one
of those who waintain that the Govern-
ment have stolen the measure. However,
I do not object to that. They can steal
it from us and they can go a step farther
without any vbjection from me, so long
as they ure not cruel to the measure. If
they allow it to be chopped about in
this House or the other, [ shall eppose
them.

the hon. member was standing for election
he expressed himself on this particular
point, saying:—'

Mr. Rason had determined to see if by care-
ful and economic mansgemont, which they had
not had in the past, he could live within the
State’s income and meet the linbilities of the
State withont increasing taxation; and witha
liberal and progressive policy be (Mr. Ewing)
did not believe in increasing taxation if it
could be avoided, and a liheral and progressive
policy sach as that of Mr, Rason should obviate
it, He had decided to pive Mr. Rason’s policy
six months' trial and see whether they could

Touching also on the taxation ' nob overcome the difficulty then confronting

proposals of the Government, what is the ! them. ) ]
autitude of sume members on the Gov. | I want to put this question to the hun.
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gentleman : Six months have long since
elapsed, and he has given Mr. Rason’s
policy its trial, but the finances of the
State are now in a worse condition than
when he mude that statement—are cer-
tainly not better; what does the hon.
member intend to do? Is he going to
keep faith with his electors ? I presume
he intended to imply that if he was not
satisfied he would cross the floor of the
House or at least would make himself
felt; but now he is prepared to swallow
what he has said and go back on his
pledged views. He believed in Mr.
Rason’s statement that by carefel and
economic administration the financial
difficulties of the State might be over-
come. However, the position is that they
have not been overcome. The member
for Collie is still a strong supporter of
the Government. I do not know whether
he meant six years or six months, buat it
reads “six months,” and the hon. mem-
ber has certainly not kept faith with his
constituents in that regard. The Min-
ister for Mines wag somewhat of the same
opinion. He said :—

To overcome the deficit and to have a sur-
plus— .
He was going one better than the mem-
ber for Collie—

it was not necessary to increase the present
taxation. :

This statement was made by the Minister
at Menzies during the recent general elec-
tions, yet we find some eight months after-
wards that the Government of whicli he
is a member bring down fresh tazation
proposals. I want to know if this is not
absolutely the best indictment that can
be urged against the Government. They
were prepared to tell the country that
they would make the finances of the
State straight without fresh taxation if
the people only hnd confidence in them,
and now ecight months afterwards they
propose fresh taxation, They bhave been
an absolute failure from frst to last.
Trae MinisTErR ror Mines: Did aot
I urge a tax on unimproved land values ¥
Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member
does 80 on every occagion bef is fighting
an election. It is nothing fresh for
members on the Government side 1o do
that; I give them credit for it; but I
want to know whether views expressed
in the country will place them on the
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statute-book or whether it is what we
do here. The Minister for Mines stated
that he would suppert a tax on unim.-
proved land values if it wus found neces-
sary. He said it was a popular form of
taxation. He knew it was in the Menzies
electorate; and thut is why he made
this particular statement. Then we have
the statement of the Ministry that they
intend to carry out the poliey as an-
nounced by **the little man with the hig
heart,” who was going to show where his
strength really lay, 1n fact was going to
reduce the franechize of the Legislative
Council from £25 to £15. I beheve this
announcement of ‘* the strong man from
Gruildford” was received at Midland
Junction with cheers and hats flying
in the air and everthing e¢lse, How-
ever, we are faced by the position
that another Government have to take the
matter up and carry out the promise pre-
viously given. What position is the
Attorney General occupying on this
matter? T recollect an occasion when
the bon. member made u speech al Kal-
goorlie and set up a very high standard
of political morality, and abused his
opponent right and left for the fact that
he was bound by a miserable caucus or
something of that kind and could not
please himself on mwany matters. I
ask what position the Attorney General
occupies himself. Is he going to support
the policy of reducing the franchise of
the Legislative Counctf to £15; or is he
going to stand by his pledged word to
his constituents? The pledge might not
be in writing, for the hon. gentleman
may object to that form of pledge, but
this is what he said. Hiz words were
set out in the full side of the Kalgoorlie
Miner : —

I am not an nbolitionist, but would favour a
liberal extension of the franchise to, at any
rate, the extent of reducing the qualification
to that of a household franchise.

THE ATTOENEY GENERAL:
you reading from ?

What are

Mgr. SCADDAN: The Kolgoorlie
Miner.

THeE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Of what
date ?

Mr. SCADDAN:

generul election.

Tue ATTORNEY (GENERAL:
lot of speeches.

Before the last

I made a
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Mz. SCADDAN : The Attorney Gen-
eral undoubtedly did make many speeches,
but this is one he made which 1 took in
the vature of a pledge. I consider he
was pledged to carry out the statement
he then mude as equally as I am pledged
to carry out any plank of the platform to
which I bave given my written consent.
Where is the difference, I would like to
know ? The only difference is that we
have something to show when members
on this side of the House fail to carry
out their pledges ; whereas on that side
“it is only newspaper talk.” T ven-
ture to say that this particular part of
the newspaper was printed from a type-
written speech prepared by the Attorney
General, or at any rate carefully revised
by the Attorney General.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: Absolutely
untrue.

Mg. SCADDAN: Then I withdraw, if
it is antrue. Tt may be untrue; but it
was generally understood at the time, as
it, was so nicely and so carefuily written
up.
PTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1
interrupted the member, but did not
think it necessary to rise and remark that
the statement was not correct, that it was
a matter of imagination. Seeing that the
hon. member persists, I have to rise in
my place and ask the hon. member to
withdraw. .

Me. SPEAKER: The hon. wewmber
must withdraw if his statement is con-
tradicted.

Me. SCADDAN: I must necessarily
withdraw the remark. The point I amn
trying to make in this, that a pledge wus
given to the electors of Kalgoorlie whea
the hon. member was returned that he
would support household suffrage for the
Legislative Council. I want to know
what be is going to do. Does he intend
to throw that pledge overboard simply
because he ovcuples the position of
Attorney General in the Cabinet?y Itis
a most astounding thing to me that the
hon. member is sitting where he is to-
day, because it is not so very long ago
that we heard him complaining about
the Treasurer. They were never too
friendly in politics, yet we now find the
hon. member is prepared fo sit in the
same Cabinet with the Treasurer. The
Attorney General took exception, when
before his electors at Kulyoorlie, to his
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opponent becanse be was prepared to sit
with those who opposed him on purely
personal grounds. If it was unwise and
wrong for his opponent to have sat with
those who opposed him for personal and
not political reasons, it is just as wrong and
unwisge for the Attorney General to now
sit with the Treasurer. We know they
are very strong and bitter political op-
ponents. As a matter of fact I have
here a statement made by the Attorney
General immediately after the election.
It was published by the Kalgoorlie Miner
and is as follows :—

Why did you join the Moore Ministry ?

“Why 1 joined,”’ remarked Mr. Keenan,
‘“ was because, in the interests of this country,
I had taken a leading part in E[revent.ing Mr,
Frank Wilaon from forming a Ministry and in
promoting the candidature of Mr. Moore for
the post of Premier.

If it. was in the interests of the country
that the Treasurer should not occupy the
position of Premier, it is equally unwise
that he should oceupy the position of
Treasurer.

Mz. Tayior: That was only a legal
opinion. .
M=z. SCADDAN: The bhon. member
for Mount Margaret (Mr. Taylor) has
tided me over a difficulty: it was a
legal opinion expressed by the Attorney
General. This goes to show that there
is not that unanimity among the members
of the present Government that there
should be, that they are not working in
harmony ; and the Minister, in making
a statement of that kind, was not
doing justice to a colleague. This fully
bears out the statement that the Labour
party have made continually, that
there was a certain amount of intrigue
going on among the members of the
Government is perfectly true. Those
members were quite unanimous when
earh of them got his little billet from the
present Premier ; quite satisfied to let the

past bury itself.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not impute wotives. )

Mg. SCADDAN: I am pot imputing
motives, Mr. Speaker.

Tue Premier: I thought you sturted
with good intentions.

M=z. SCADDAN: I started with good
intentions, and I am carrying them ont.
One finds it very bard to attack the
The position 1 am taking up 1s
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not from any personal standpoint at all,
but these ure facts that have oceurred,
they are in everybody's mouth to-day,
and T am perfectly within my rights in
referring to the matters, not from any
personal standpoint but from the stand.
point of the country.

Tae Mmister For Works: We had
it all last week.

Me. SCADDAN : I intend to refer at
length to the proposal of the Government
to extend the powers of ithe Fremantle
Harbour Trust. I agree with the memn-
ber for Albauny (Mr. Barpett) on this
particular mnatter—that it is not atter all
a Fremantle Harbour Trust; it is a West,
Australian Harbour Trust and should be
considered from that standpoint only. If
itis a State concern and considered in
that Tight, then the representatives of the
people in this House should say whether
the dock is to be built or not. [Me.
Bourow : Hear, hear.] T am not oppos-
ing the extension of the powers of the
trust just because [ will oppose them,
but because I know the underlying
motive, [Mg. Borron: Are you going
to opposge it?] The underlying motive is
to give power to construct a dock because
the Government are afraid to bring down
a mensure for the construction of the
dock. T am opposed to the extension of

ower to the trust because I consider this
18 the proper place to consider matters of
national concern such as this. Iknow I
will be supported in my attitude on this
matter by the Attorney General,

TeE ATroRNEY GENERAL: I was the
only goldfields member at Fremantle who
did oppose it.

Mg. SCADDAN : Personally I have
not been able to follow the Attorney
General’s attitude since his reply at
Kalgoorlie—the only reply [ ever remem-
ber him giving straight out. He said,
“No: I am not in favour of the con-
structicn of a dock at Fremantle.” Bat
we find so many statements by the
Attorney General since then that I do
not know where he isin regard te this
matter. I candidly admit he is all right ;
he is in good hands. He is sitting now
in the same Cabinet as the Treasurer,
who 1 am sure will keep him under
slightly, and prevent the democratic
views he has from geiting too much on
bis mind. There 1z another matter I
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the Government to extend the light spur
agricultural hnes. I want to say that it
was very unkind of the member for
Collie (Mr. Ewing) to make the state-
ment he did with regard to this mattef
in seconding the Address-in-Reply. We
said the Labour party would not support
three wretched agricultural railway pro-
posuls last session. I believe they were
wretched ; but I can quote the present
honorary Minister (Hon. J. Mitchell),
for he expressed that opinion after travel-
ling extensively through that country. I
think we ndopted the right attitnde last
session, and T am prepared to stand by
that attitude. In this respect the
Attorney General is one of those who
supported us on that occasiou; his name
appears in the division.list among those
who were opposed to the railways. We
opposed those lines, but not for the
reasons that the meinber for Gollie would
lead the House and the country to
believe. We were not opposed to the
construction of those lines because they
were going to do some good for the agri-
cultural districts; we were opposed to
them because we had not sufficient in-
formation before the House; we had
practically no information. They were
brought down in the closing hours of
the session, and the House was asked
to swallow them holus bolus, I have
disapproved of that action bhefore, and
I will do so again. I would like
to read the remarks of the houorary
Minister on this subject. He made a
statement, ufter travelling through this
particular vountry, which appeared in the
West Australian, and among other things
he said:—

With every feeling of friendliness to the
Rason administration, there enn be no eseaping
the concluzion that the three agricultural rail-
woy proposals which they placed before the
House last session were dealt with far too
hurriedly. The subject was not fully brought
before the memwbers, and while there was a
general consensus of opinion that light rail.
ways ought to be constructed in some of our
most prowmising districts, the information sup-
plied was quite too meagre.

He goes on to say:—

That myeulf tor one, and [ am confident the
House as a whole, considered the agricultural
railway proposals of the Government withont
a full knowledge of the surrounding circum-
stances. Persoually, [ am not at all satisfied
that we have selected the hest lines,

desire to refer to briefly, the proposal of ¢ Sceing that a Government supporter, und



316 Address-in-Reply :

one of the members of the present
Cabinet, has piven expressiou to this
particular opinion, T contend that the
attitude we adopted has been fully borne
out by the Government themselves.

Tae Premer: He was in favour of
one, not three; that is the ounly differ-
ence.

Mz. Borron: But you have altered
the route. There is a deviation of 10
miles in one.

Tax Premier: That is provided for
in the Act.

Mzr. SCADDAN: I um only expres-
sing the opinion of the honorary Minister,
and it goes 1o show that the attitude we
then adopted was the correct ome. We
said that sufficient consideration had not
been given to this matter. But I intend
taking up a different attitude altogetber
on the next occasion. I am absolutely
one of the strongest supporters in the
House for the exteusion of the system of
light agricultural lines. I believe it is
absolutely essential in view of the fact
that we are progressing at such a rate in
the agricultural districts. But I am not
prepared to go the length of sapporting
these lines while the interests of the
goldfields are being overlonked as they
are by the Government. I want to know
from the Ministry what lines they pro-
pose to get authorisation for during the
present session, so that the whole of the
facts may be placed lefore the country.
I want to know how they can excuse
themselves for the statement of thke
Premier in his policy speech in regard to
the Norseman Railway. I can remember
Mr. Rason, when Leader of the Opposi-
tion, condemning the Labour Govern-
ment at the prospectors’ social, for the
attitude they adopted in appointing a
board to inquire into this question. He
said there was sufficient information in
the department, and if they wanted any
further information they would find it in
Hansard, for he believed Mr. Thomas
filled three or four volumes himself. [f
the Labour Governinent were to be con.
demned for appoining a board, what is to
be said of the present Government, who
were prepared to overlook the question
entirely, beyvond saying 1t is worthy of
consideration.”
Miboisler are these : —

A farther proposition which is worthy of
cvpsideration, and which if
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justify it will receive attention in due courss,
is the conatruction of a light line to connect
the Norseman fields with the main Eastern
Railway service at Coolgardie.
I assert on the floor of the House that
there is no need to go any farther into
this question; the line has been justified
years ago, [Mr, Borrox: So has the
dock.] I willcome tothatdirectly. The
Dundas Goldfield has been languishing
for years for want of railway ecom-
munication. [Mz. BoLtox interjected.]
I venture to say the interjection by the
member for North Fremantle shows the
reason why the Government are not pre-
pared to cume forward with a proposition
to coustruct this line. They are nfraid
of the vested interests on the coast.
That is the reason the Government do
not propaee this railway-—because they are
afruid of opposition from their coastal
supporters. [Mge. Borton: That is the
argument. you used against the doek.]
The member for North Fremantle knows
full well that the dock question is a
national question. but the construction
of the Norseman line is a matter which
affects that field alone, and it is a matter
which should be giren consideration to
by the Govermwent. I know the under-
Iying reason why the coastal members
will not support the line, because they
are afraid it is the first section of the
Esperance-Coolgardie Railway. )

Mr. Bourox : Hear, hear.

Me. SCADDAN : The hon. member is
prepared to admit that ?

Me. Bovror: I admit if, certainly.

Me. SCADDAN: The bon. member
admits it. They think it is the first
section of the Esperance-Coolgardie Rail-
way. I believe if & line from Esperance
to Cooulgardie were built it would not be
detrimental to the interests of the State
as a whole; it would certainly be to the
interests of the goldfields, particularly the
Easterz Goldfields; but I am satisfied it
would not be detrimental to the ecoastal
districts. The Attorvey General will be
able to contradict that. T believe he
twrned a lovely somersault on this ques-
tion.

Mgr. TavLokr: He was president of the
Esperance Railway League ¥

Mgr. SCADDAN: T do not follow
that closely ; I was never one of those
I was
always a consistent supporter of the line,
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and am still & supporter of the Esperance-
Coolgardie Railway ; and I believe it will
be in the best interests of the State if
such a line were constructed. I am pre-
pared, however, to put the Norseman-
Esperance section on one side for the
time being, and say that in the inferests
of Norseman, the Dundas field particu-
larly, the line is absolutely necessary.
And I will oppose to the utmost any
proposal of the Government for the
construction of any other line until
this project is Drought before the
Houge. I will admit that my vote
will not make very much difference,
but it will show this determination, that
1 am going to see justice done to the dis-
triet which I represent before I am pre-
pared to assist others.

Mr. Borron: So am L

Me. SCADDAN: Yes; the hon. mem-
ber is probably in the sawme boat. But
I say we have been treated absoclutely
unfairly in this particular matter. It
has been pigeon-holed time after time.
When the Attorney Gemeral (Hon. N,
Keenan), the member for Kalgoorlie,
became a member of the present
Cabinet, everybody threw up his hat
n the air and said: “Now we shall
have the Eaperance Railway.” I was not
so sure of that, and events have proved
that the bon. gentleman is prepared to
put that aside for the time being. I
admit he has given his reasons for doing
go. I have not been able to say that
those reasons were such as would cause
me to support his attitude. I have been
a supporter of the Esperance line. I am
a supporter of the Norseman line, and I
say 1t should be constructed; and I am
not going to waver from that position
one iota. I will oppose the construction
of any other line by this Government
until such time as that proposition is
placed before the House. Ancther matter,
too, in which I am probably more inter-
ested thau those subjects I have already
touched upon, is the proposed amendment
of the Mines Act as outlined by the
present Minister for Mines. The pro-
posals of the Minister are rather of a
startling nature, that i3 he is standing
to the speech he made in Cue some
months ago; though I have heard pri-

(10 Jcwy, 1906.]

vately that the Minister is now consider-
ing whether it is advisable to go to the
length he then proposed. He said on !
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that occasion, when speaking on his pro-
posal to amend the Mining Act:—

At the present time, no matter what labour
or capital was cxpended on the lease, if
unworked for a single day the lease was liable
to forfeiturae. After explaining the history of
mining in Mexivo and the provisions of the
Tasmanian Act and the Queensland Bill—

I do not know whether he veferred to
any others not reported—

Lo stated that he propesed bringing forward
legislation thut would provide that after the
expenditure of a certain sum per acre per
annum on the lease, such lease would be
protected. He did not approve of the exemp-
tion by favour of the Minister or Warden, but
desired that any person investing either
capital or labour on the lease should know
that after the expenditure of certain specified
labour or capital his property would be
protected.

He stated that greater security of tenure
wos necessary. 1 have tried to study
this question as well as [ am able, und T
am absolutely opposed to the proposals
of the Government. T lelieve they will
uot tend to increase the flow of capital
into this State at all. As a matter of
fact, they will have the effect of closing
ap many of the mines at present working.
We know that the effect of this kind of
legislation in America has been a system
of shepherding, and it is astounding to
me that the Minigter should propoee
legislation of this kind, at the same time
thut the Ministry of which he forms a
part are proposing legislation dealing
with the land question to prevent the
very thing that this proposed legislation
of his will bring about in mining dis-
tricts. Mining speculation and land
speculation are very wmuch on a par.
There are only two methods which bring
about successful speculation in land, and
it is very much the samein mining. If
# man procures a block of land, there are
two ways in which he may recoup him-
self for the outlay and obtain a fair in-
vestment. Oune 18 by holding the land
uutil others use theirs surrounding it
and have increased its value, to which he
himself has added nothing. Theother is
to utilise the land by erecting buildings,
und thus procure a return in the form of
rent. ‘The very same thing applies in
regard to mining. If a man holds a
mining lease, he has two methods of
malking it a successful proposition. One
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is by working his mine in the same
manner &3 the man whoe erects a building
on his land, by adding farther capital
to it, exploiting the lease, and then
recouping himeelf by dividends from a
paying proposition, The other method
is by shepherding the mine until his
neighbonrs have prospected and improved
theirs, uuntil tbey have tested theirs
and found that through his runs a
paying proposition, and them he gets
an enhanced value. It is exactly the

game as the man who holds a
block of land until the other men
there have given it an enhanced
value.  The proposals made will mean

dummying in mining leases, or what we
term shepherding. It is absolutely in-
advisable for the House to accept the
proposals of the Minister, The present
conditions are said to act harshly on the
prospector. Who said so? Did the
prospector say so? That is wbat we
want to know. I have yet to learn
whether the prospectors have made a
demand for this particular proposal.
{MemBER: The prospectors have not
made a demand.] None whatever. The
proposals came from the Chamber of
Mines; Bewick, Moreing and Co.,and one
or two of our London gentry who are
interested in our mining industry, reap-
ing the best benefit; more benefit than
the State. We find that most of the
dividends got out of those mines are
going to the old country.  Those people
who complain most about the harshness
of the present legislation ave those who
are reaping the greatest advantage from
it, and thoge whom the Minister proposes
to assist have not complained and are not
complaining to-day. So I think the
Ministry should take into consideration
the advisability of getting the Minister
to alter his proposal in this particular
regard.  If they are not prepared to do
that, I hope that members of the House
will assist other mining members to
prevent this from being made law. The
present mining conditions are supposed
to act harshly on the leaseholder; but I
think it would be as well if the agri-

cultural members- considered this ques-

tion a little, and looked up the Mines
Act which is in existence to-day. They
will find there is plenty of provision to
assist the prospector, if he is in need of
exemption.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Seventh day.

or partial exemption from labour coveu-
ants of any mining lease through want

of capital after a fair snm shall
have been spent on the lease in
work, labour, or material. But there

is this difference between the present
Act and the proposal made, that
under lhe present Act the leaseholder
obtains exemption by publicly waking
application for exemption, and the public
then become acguainted with the fact
that he is getting exempiion for some-
thing be has actually done. In the other
case, the exemption will be granted
guietly probably, and it will not be
known what they have actually done.
Then, again, wnder the present Act one
can obtain exemption on the grounds—
that tune is required for the erection of
machinery ; the influx or scarcity of
wuter; scarcity of labour; the collapse
of the working shaft; that the mine is,
from some other cause, temporarily on-
workable; the death of the owner or one
of several joint owners; that the owner
or owners require to be absent, for some
sufficient reason, from the locality, or is
or are unable, by reason of sickness or
other sufficient cause, to work the mine;
that the title to the mine is in dispute;
that bankruptcy proceedings are pend-
ing; or that the owner of several
adjacent leases desires to concentrate on
one or more of them the labour com-
pulsory on such leases, and to obtain
suspension of labour for the other leases,
We provide for that already, to assist
those who are in difficulties to hold
mining leases. But we go farther than
that. There is a farther provision, that
they may obtain exemption by right, and
the section which deals with that par-
ticular matter says :-—

A lessee, in addition to any exzemption
granted under the preceding sections, shall,
on application to the Minister in the pre-
scribed manner, be entitled to exemption from
labour ¢ovenants for the periods hereinafter
stated, that is to say:—(1.) Four months’
eremption ghall be granted in respect of any
lease the property of working miners, on proof
to the satisfaction of the Minister that, for a
period of eight consecutive months, such
miners have, out of their own resources, con-
tinuously and bena fide worked the lease—

In every 12 months; if one bas worked
continuously for eight mouths, he can get
four months’ exemption by right, and

We find him getting total | leave the lease for that period. That is,
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where bona fide miners are working their
own show. The section proceeds :—
{2.) Three months’ exemption shall be

granted in respect of any lease—{0.) The
property partly of working miners working

. [10 Jrrv, 1906.)
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hon. mewnber; and other members on

, that side of the House are in the same

such lease, and partly of persons who are not .
working miners but who are providing funds -

for working the lense; or (b.) The property of
a registered company having a nominal capital
not exceeding five theusand pounds, on proof
to the satisfaction of the Minister that for a
period of at least nine consecutive monthe the
lense has been continuously and bona fide
worked.

Then we have a still farther exemption—

(3.) Six montha’ exemption shall be granted
in respect of any lease or group of amal-
gamated leases, on proof to the satisfaction of
the Minister that for every twenty-four acres
held under a gold-mining lease, or for every
forty-eight acres held nnder & mineral lease,
the lessee has expended in mining or mining
machinery and other mining requisites at
least ome ‘thousand five hundred pounds,
independently of the proceeds of any gald or
mineral derived from the mine; and twelve
monthe’ exemption shall, in like manner, be
granted when the sum expended exceeds four
thousand pounds for the above-meontioned
areas; but on the removal of any machinery
frem any such lease or leases during the cur-
rency of the exemption, without the approval
in writing of the Minister, the exemption
shall become void, if such exemption has been
granted in respect of expenditure on smch
machinery.

There is a provision already in the
Mining Act for exemption for 12 months
after the expenditure of a certain sum of
money. What can be the proposals of
the Minister? T think that if the
Minister brings them down as he pro-
posed to do at Cue, they will astound
even agricultural members of the House.
They will absolutely lock up for some
time our miveral leases, and will cause a
considerable amount of shepherding. This
matter requires some comsideration. I
personally am strongly opposed to the
proposal of the Minister as mentioned at
Cue. The greatest danger, however, in
regard to this particular matter is the
way in which members on that (Govern-
ment) side of the House are prepared to
support the Minister in his proposal
The member for Swan (Mr. Gull), when

position, The Minister for Mines is the
only goldfields member on that side of
the House. I should inelude the member
for Kalgoorlie,

Tee Preuier: The member for Cool-
gardie. )

Mr. SCADDAN : He ia not yet in his
place.  When the Minister for Mines
makes o proposal, members on that side,
or & number of them, say, ¢ He ought to
know ; therefore I am prepared to sup-
port him.” The result 18 that wben
opinions are expressed on this side, it is

. said, “Oh, they are the Tabour party:

we cannot take any notice of them, We
are here in opposition to the Labour
Party, and we are in opposition to any-
thing they propose.”” ‘Therefore these

. proposals are carried through by weight of

moving the Address-in-Reply, said he -

endorsed the proposals of the Minister
for Mines. Somebody on thig side asked
bim what thev were, and he said, *“ Oh, he
lénew they would be for the benefit of the

tate.”

That was the position of lhe -

the Ministers’ majority, and not because
they are right. It is advisable that
members who are not directly interested
in the mining industry should be in their
piaces when inatters of this kind are
being discussed, becanse affecting their
welfare as well aa that of the mining dis-
tricts, and they should be here to hear
what mining members have to say, and
then form their conclusions ag to what is
best in the interests of the State as a
whole. If they do that, they will be
satisfied that the Bliniater’s proposals
will be absolutely detrimental to the
mining industry in particular, and the
State generally. We bave heard from
the Minister that he proposes to bring
down a Mines Regulation Bill this ses-
ston. Woe heard that before. I believe
we heard it two or three years ago; until
now it is a question that goes on for ever,
like the babbling brook. On this par-
ticular question, I agree with the Minister
that it is advisable to treat it from a
non-party standpoint. There is nothing
in the Mines Regulation Bill that should
be of a party naiure at all.” But whatdo
we find the Minister himself doing? He
stands on the floor of this House and
says he thinks it advisable to treat the
measure in a non-party spirit and from a
non-party standpoint. Yet we find him
at every election, at bis own election, and
during the election which has just taken
place at Coolgardie, using the Mines
Regulation Bill for party purposes. If
it is advisable not to do so in this House,
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it is advisable not to do soin the country.
I challenge the Minister to show me
where T treated the Bill in a party apirit
when the Bill was brought before the
House by the Government I was support-
ing. The records and Orders of the
Day will indicate that I moved something
like 20 or 30 amendmeunts to the Bili,
which I was supporting, showing that T
was not prepared to treat this in a party
gpirit. T was here for the purpose
of seeing the best measure posaible
placed on the statute-book, in lieu of
the one already there, which is not
doing justice to the working miner.
And from that standpeint I think the
Minister should view the question, and
should get an expression of opinion from
all members of this House, irrespective of
whether they sit beliind the overnment
or in Opposition. If the Minister were
now present I should like to show him
some of his own dodgers issued during
the Minister’s etection. This dodger sets
out in one column the proposals of the
Labour Government regarding the Mines
Regulation Bill, and in another column
the proposals of Mr. Gregory, now
Minister for Mines, After reading it T
have been able to find only a very slight
difference between the proposals. I say
it is not advisable that such measures,
placed on the statute-book for the proper
working of mines, for the protection of
life, and the general safety of miners,
should be treated in this manner. They
should not be treated from a party
standpoint, but purely with a view to the
safety of the mines and the protection of
the miners. I am prepared te support
the Minister in many ways when bhe
brings in the Bill—in many ways which
he indicated in this House when he was
in Opposition; and I hope that the
Minister will be prepared to hear those
who are able to bring to bear on the
question their own’ practical knowledge,
and will thus make the Act one which
will not need amendment for many years
to ecome. This question affects more than
any others the members representing the
Kalgoorlie district, where we have some
6,255 men working either on the surface
or below ground. Thisnumber works on
the Kalgoorlie field alone; hence the
measure is ome in which I take a
particular interest, and to which, from
the standpoint of Kalgoorlie, every
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congideration should be given. Some-
thing has been suid of the fact
that while the yield of gold per ton
of ore treated is decreasing, yet we find
that the total returns are very much the
same ; and, moreover, that the dividends,
the profits on the working, have con-
giderably increased. This is due to two
cauges; and 1 wish to give credit where
credit 18 due. In the first place, the
results point to the fact that with modern
machinery aud economic management we
have been able to reduce the working '
costs; Dbut that reductivn 18 due to
another fact also—to the pernicious
contract system by which the men have
to work their lives out for the parpose of
keeping down the working costs. This
may appear to some a statement unworthy
of much notice; but this pernicious
contract system is after all not, a contract
system—anything but that—but a most
pernicions system of piecework; and I
will read directly the agreement under
which the men work. The system results
in the men's receiving in many cases a
remuperation far below a fair wage,
and working their hardest, practically
enting their hearts out. If is nothing
unusual for a goldfields member to meet
comparatively young wmen of 35 to 40
years of age who ask him to find them
Jobs on the coast. One will say, “ I am
done for mining; I cannot follow the
machines any longer.” Tecan name scores
of practically young men on the coast
to-day who have had to find employment
here, and even Lhen cannot stick to it
continuously, simply becanse their heslth
bas been broken down by this pernicious
contract system. I wish to ask the
Minister for Mines whether he is prepared
to permit the present svstem to continue.
The Mines Regulation Bill cannot prevent
this contract system; so we find that
something more than a Mines Regula-
tion Bill is needed. I believe that the
Minister promised on one occasion to have
aninquiry by Royal Commissiou into the
contract system as applied to mining. I
believe thatthe members of the Royal Com-
mission on Alien Immigration did take a
little evidence on the system as it applied
to aliens working in mines; but I believe
that the commissioners were all members
of another commission also at the time,
and found that to inguire into the con-
tract system was more than they could

-~
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do. They recommended the Minister to
permit them to let that portion of the
inquiry drop for the moment, and to re-
consider the question ata future date.
The commissioners state :— .

It appeared to us, also, that to go into this

important question thoroughly, the personnel
of the commission had better be extended in
order to include representatives of more of the
interests involved. We therefore approached
the Hon, the Minister for Mines, and obtained
through him the consent of your Cebinet to
allowing this portion of our reference to stand
over until after the Royal Commission on the
Ventilation und Sanitation of Mines had
finished its labours. We wonld respectfully
suggest that when this inguiry is resnmed it
be extended to cover the whole queation of the
working of the contract system in mines, so as
to thresh ont the numerous alleged grievances
that are stated to attend this method of work.
ing, and suggest means by which they may be
remedied or removed.
The members of that Commission were
satisfied of the existence of complaints
against the contract system ; and I wish
to know whether the Minister intends to
carry out their suggestion to Cabinet,
that the powers of the Commission should
be extended to inguire into the whole
contract system. I have here a copy of
the agreement under which these con-
tracts are let on the goldfields; and I
wish to ask the Minister for Works
(Hon. J. Price), who since he has been
for a few weeks in the Works Depart-
ment probably knows something about
contracts, whether this isa fair agreement.
After setting out the work that should
be performed, the agreement provides
farther that—

The extent of the work gpecified above to
be performed under this contract is approxi-
mate only, atd the company shall have full
power to determine this contract at any time,
without liability to the company of any kind
to make compensation for wrongful dismissal
or breach of contract.

Imagine a man submitting a tender for
the erection of a building, and finding in
the contract a clauge that at any time the
owner could determine the contract and
dismiss the contractor without liability
to any claim. Imagine a builder laying
a foundation, and the owner, after the
builder had done a little work, discover-
ing that he was making a profit, and that
his price was higher than the owmer
thought pecessary. What should we
think if the owner or contractee should

say to the contractor, “ I am not prepared
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to let you go any farther. You can leave
the job, and T will let another contract.
Next time I may get a lower tender”?
On the fields, contracts are let only from
foot to foot. The managerent can come
down at any moment, after o man has
worked his hardest, behind machines, in
foul air, and amidst dynamite fumes, and
can say to him, “ You can leave™: and
the mavagement can get another party
or can get a reduction in the rate. The
agreement provides also that—

The contractors, as part of the work to be

performed under this contract, shall do all the
timbering which may, in the opinion of the
company, be necessary to secure the ground
for safe working.
The manager can tell them, if he likes,
to do a fortnight's timbering, to keep the
men back; and the men cannot appeal to
arbitration. The manager says that the
tinbering must be done; and they have
to do it.  Another clause of the contract
provides that—

The company shall have power, at its dis-
cretion and without alleging any reasen or
cause, to dismiss any contractor, who shall be
entitled only on completion of the contract to
be paid pro rata for the number of shifts he
shall have actually worked up to the fime of
such dismissal.

The following clause, No. 11, is about the
loveliest provision I have ever seen :—

The measurement of the company’a surveyor
shall be final, and accepted by both parties to
the agreement.

Imagine two parties to an agreement, and
the decision of one party’s surveyor being
absolutely final! There ia no appeal.
The men have to take for granted the
surveyor's decision. If they do not like
it, they can take their baggauge and go.
This is the contract system in existenne
to-day on the fields, Moreover, there is
a clause providing for a percentage. The
company can stop the contractors at any
time, and can keep back uwsuslly 25 per
cent. of the contractor’s earnings until
the contract is completed, thus safe-
guarding the interest of the company.
Should the meu retire voluntarity, this 25
per cent. is retained by the company;
but should the company feel inclined to
stop them, there is mothing which pro-
tects the contractors. I bave here an
account from a certain mine, showing the
earnings of the men during a fortnight;
and I think I shall astonish some members
when I tell them that in many cases the
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earnings average only 3s. 6d. a shift, work-
ing 900 and 1,000 feet below the surface,
and in hot levels, behind dynamite, where
they have almost to burn out the ground.
On the other side of this account ne less
than £12 17s. 4d. is charged for material
supplied to the contractors during the
month, showing that the men have
actually to burn oui the ground and
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their lives being eaten out by dynamite

fumes, bad air, and dust; and the reward
they get for it is from 3s. 6d. a shift
upward. This is a system which shonid
not be permitted to extend; and unfor-
tunately it is extending. Moreover, it
overrides the awards of the Arbitration
Court. That court can decide on a
minimum rate of wage; but the mining
companies can escape the incidence of the
award by means of this contract system.
They can continually cut down the men’s
earnings. If the men make £]1 a shift
this fortnight, when working hard, the
boss will say, “ You are making more
than the minimum rate. You will have
to take 2s. a foot less.” And so it goes
on until the men become absolute slaves
earning a miserable living on the fields.
For the protection of these men--abso-
lutely some of the finest miners to be
found in the world—who are having their
lives eaten out at o comparatively early
age, it iz absolutely necessary to abolish
this pernicious system of contract; and
the Minister should inquire into the
whole matter, and if possible aboligh the
system absolutely. That is the only
remedy. Why do the mining companies
want it? If 3 man js working on wages
and is not doing a fair thing, the em-
ployer has the option of dismissing him
and getting someone else. Surely, so
long as employers have that power, they
cannot complain of the wage system. 1
know some will answer, ** Is it not’ advis-
able that men of extra skill should
earn a higher wage?” I admit candidly
that it is advisable. But, unfortunately,
under this system such is mnever the
result. Some of the most skilful men,
who work the hardest and have the
greatest knowledge of mining, are work-
ing for less than the truckers, who
knew nothing about mining when they
went below perbaps a weekago. The earn-
ings of the skilled contractors are
lower than those of the trucker—the
least-skilled worker underground, And
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this is the system which is supposed to
conserve the interests of the man with
the greatest skill. I say it is u pernicious
system, not of contract at all but of
piecework, and of piecework in its
absolutely worst form. There is a matter,
too, that on account of a recent ucci-
dent on the fields should be brought
before members, I refer to the testing
of cages. I do not know what the Miuis-
ter intends doing in this matter; but I
mwention it because I think it absolutely
essential that some provision should be
made in the Mines Regulation Bill for
the proper testing of cages. A little
while ago an accident happened in the
South Kalgurli mine. Dirt was being
pulled from one level to another; and I
understand that the platman at the top
level was pulling a full truck out of the
cage without putting the cage on the
bearings; and owing to some misunder-
standing between the platman and the
engine-driver, the engine.driver lowered
his cage, thinking that he heard a knock
from below. Whether he did is a moot
point. The truck tipped up in the cage,
which hung the cage up; and 50 or 60
yards of rope were let down on the top of
the cage. When the men on the plat
saw this, they left the cage; and imme.
diately the cage gave way, snapped the
rope, dropped 60 feet on to the pent-
house, and broke the wheel at the brace.
The roof of one pent-house was excep-
tionally good; but the sides burst and
allowed a considerable quantity of dirt
from the pent-house to drop 105 feet on
to the men who were sinking at the
bottom of the shaft. They escaped by a
miracle, for there was nothingbut timber
and dirt around them; yet only one or
two were touched, and comparatively little
harm done to any. This proves thateven
after the cage has come to a standstil],
the grippers did not hold as they should.
They should have prevented the cage
from falling onee the rope had slacked;
but instead the cage dropped away.
Though I Tbhelieve it is stated that
the eages were regularly tested by the
mavagement, I say that something
more than than this is needed. What
we require is that there shonld be.
a proper test once a month by the in-
spector of mines, in his presence, and by
him only. It is the only way to get over
the difficulty. It was done in Viectoria
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after considerable agitation. They have
twosystems of inspection. In the first
place the cage is tested in its empty form
with no truck, and then it 15 loaded with
a full truck and again tested, and if it
do not act at the second test something
has to be done until it acte or is con-
demned. T have a cutting from a news.
paper which will be interesting on this
subject. It says:—

Some time ago, in the Vietorian Legislative
Assembly, Mr. Bailes [one of the members for
Beudigo] asked the Minister for Mines to
revert to the old eystem of testing cages with
an empty cage, instead of full and empty, as
under the present Act. The Minister stated
at the time that he had made inquiries in the
matter, and one inspector informed him that
in ten cases he had known cages answer the
teat without any weight, and then to fail when
the weight was put in. DIMr. Bailes the other
day asked to be furnished with the name of
the ingpector who bad made this report, and
the names of the makers of the cages on
which such results had been experienced.
The Minister replied that he did not consider
it desirable to disclose the particulars asked
for. Bince the date referred to amnother in-
gpoctor had reported a similar cage of failure,
and one of the most suecessful makers of
safety cages had congratulated the depart-
ment on insisting that the test should be made
with a loaded cage.

The system existing on our fields is to
test the cages empty. It is not a true
test. On some of the mines they have a
system by which they take the cage up at
the mouth of the shaft and then let it go.
That is not a fair system, becanse the
amount of rope that hangs .over the
wheel into the engine house has a drag-
ging tendency, and unless the cage is
tested from the engine house from the
drum, we cannot get a true test. There
is only one way of getting over the diffi-
culty for the suke of the men working in
the shaft and riding aay by day in the
cages, and that is that the cages should
be tested at least monthly by the inspec-
tor of mines himself. I have seen these
so-called inspections by managers. They
walk round, catch hold of the springs
and give them a shake, and say ¢ All
right " because they are loose. The ounly
practical test iz to test the empty cage
and then the loaded cage, and then only
from the drum in the engine house so
that the slack rope must go with the
cage; because if men are in the cage and
the rope breaks near the drum in the
engine room, the rope has to go over

(10 Jrwy, 1306.]

Seventh day. 323
the wheel and that mmount of rope be-
tween the engine house and the poppets
might have a tendency to prevent the
gprings from catching. If the capes
were tested from the drum, then weshould
learn whether the springs were as they
should be. That is the system in Vie-
toria; and if the Minister for Mines
there found it advisable, in spite of a
member asking that it should be meodi-
fied, to stand to it, then I say our Minis-
ter of Mines should consider the matter
and give effect to it in the Mines Regu-
lation Bill. If he does not do so Iam
going to use every endeavour to havethis
provision made in the Bill when it comes
down. There is a matter also that con-
siderably affects the mines on the gold-
fields, and while referring to it I should
like the Minister to be in his place. 1t is
a matter of inspectors paying surprise
visits to mines. Some members may
remember that in my first speech in this
House, in reply to the member for
Menzies (Mr. Gregory), who said that
inspectors did, at his wish, pay surprise
visits to mines, I said that if the hon.
member when Minister had issued such
instructions the inspectors were not
carrying out their duty. I remember full
well that the hon. member, who was then
sitting in Opposition, roseand in righteous
indignation said I should not make such
a statement, and asked Mr. Hastie, who
was then the Minister, if he had noted
the remarks made, and said : “ TIf it were
untrue the aspersions should be removed.”
I forget whether it was correct, but the
paper said ‘‘cheers.” When I made my
statemnent the hon. member absolutely
denied that it was correct, but said that
if it was correct that the inspectors were
not carrying out their duty, they were
not fit for their positions. What has
tmnspired - sincé 7 When the member
for Menzies returned te his old position
as Minister he had a conference with the.
Chamber of Mines, and also about the
same period with the Miners’ Association
at Ealgoorlie. I was informed that at
that latter meeting several members of
the association rose and supported the
action I had adopted in stating that
these inspectors did mot pay surprise
visits. The member for Menzies when in
Opposition said he was not prepared to
take the statement I gave unless it eould
be substantiated. It was substantiated
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ab that meeting ; for several rose in their
places and told the Minister of particular
cages that had come under their notice
where the management had been notified
by the inspector of his intention to visit,
and measures had been taken accordingly.
When the Minister had that brought
under his notice he should have taken
immediate steps to inqguire whether it
wag right in view of the statement
he had previously made. However,

~months went on. I gave notice of a
question in the House, but owing to the
dissolution, it was not asked. When the
House met again I again gave notice of
the question as to what action the
Minister bad taken. The Minister said
he had caused a circular to be issued, and
when the replies were forthcoming I
would see them. I have not seen themn
to date, although T believe the Minister
has published some of them. The Secre-
tary for Mines, writing, says:—

Several monthe ago a statement was re-
ported to the Minister for Mines as having
been made st one of the meetings of your
association to the effect that the inspectors of
mines were in the habit of notifying wmine
managers of the hour and date on which they
intended to visit their mines. At the instance
of the Hon. the Minister for Mines strict in-
quiries have been made, and it is found, with
the exception of the inspectors of the East
Coolgardie fieldg—-—

I only referred to that field, because I
had no knowledge of what they do on
other fields

none of the inspectors ever give notice of the
time of their proposed visits. At Kalgoorlie
and Boulder the conditions existing are some-
what different, and I forward for your infor-
mation copies of the remarks of the inspectors
of mines, in which reasons are given for the
practice. These reasons now appear o the
Hon. the Minister an adequate justification of
the course adopted, and if other arrangements
were made it could only lead to a tremendous
waste of the inapectors’ time.

.80 he goes on, That is absolate proof
of the statement I had previously made
in the House, and to which the member
for Menzies, sitting in Opposition, took
exception. In fact, he asserted that it
wag wrong, and said that if it was true
the men were not fit for their positions,
. and, practically, that they should be dis-
missed ; but when he finds that it is so,
the rubber stamp * Approved” goes on,
and the inspectors to-day are giving
notice of their intention to visit mines.
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It is contended that if they were to pay
surprise visits it would waste a consider-
able amount of the inspectors’ time.
That should met be. The Government
inspector hag to look after the safe
working of these mines from the stand-
point of the safety of the men, and he
should be prepared to go on a mine at
any time, and to go below at any time.
He shonld be able to say to the brace-
man at the head, ¢ Leave out that truck,
I am going below,” and the brace.man
should obey him. He shonld be able to
cull on any man to show him a particular
portion of the mine. Then we could get
a proper system of inspection. I have
heard it said that when walking around
the inspector will soretimes ask, “ What
is up yonder?’ and would be told,
“There is no one working up there;”
then he eays “That is all right,” and
leaves ; or he says, “ What is going on
down below ?' and is told, *“ We have
two men driving there,” and he says,
*That is all right,” and that is all that
is said. The inmspector should not take
it for granted as to what is said. He
should be prepared to go below, so that
if there is not a proper system of working
he could give orders, and see that they
are curried out. I hope the Minister
will take this matter in hand immediately,
and that he will cause inspectors to pay
surprise visits to the whole of the
mines in Bast Coolgardie. There is con-
siderable agitaiion against the present
gystem. I know that measures are taken
to remove dynamite lying about, and
other things not in accordance with the
Act, when they know that the inspecilor
is coming to pay a visit; and that has
been borne out since by. the evidence of
the inspectors themselves. Tt isadvisable
that we should stop this particular
practice, and that the miners should
know that the inspectors make their
inspections for the safety of the men.
Another mutter on which I corresponded
with the Minister at the request of the
Miners” Association, was in reference to a
matter that cropped up after the fatal
accident to Michae! Sherry, who was
killed in the Perseverance Mine by an
explosion. It is not known axactly how
it happened ; but all we attempted to make
out was that the present system of per-
mitting men to work, and particularly to
fire alone, was not in the interests of the
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safety of the men.
ever—]I suppose on the advice of the
departmental officers—said that it was
impossible to stop this system, and that
after all it did not seem to bhe so dan-
gerous as we pointed out. He mentioned
the case of E. R. Brown, who was over-
come by dynamite fuwmes in one of the
mines, and that it appeared to him that
in that case an alteration to the system
would have been not the cause of one
death, but of two deaths. Anyone know-
ing anything about mining knows that
nothing of the sort could have occurred.
The possibilities were that had two men
been working there instead of Brown
alone, Brown would have been carried te
safety, and his life been saved. It is very
seldom in mining that you find two men
constituted exactly alike. Two men will
go into an end where there are dynamite
fumes, and one will notice it, and converse
with his mate and say, I am not feeling
well; I faucy there are fumes here”;
because after all dynamite is not like
stone, but i1s in the form of invisible
fames. Probably at that moment he
drops, overcome by the fumes, and his
mate, being differently constituted, is
able to stand it longer and able to carry
the man overcome out of danger. That
happens many times. Through mates
conferring, lives have been saved. We
-object to the system now prevailing of
allowing ope man to go into ends and
stopes to fire-out alone. The Minister's
reply was that if Brown had had a mate,
two lives wounld have been lost instead of
one. I say that had Brown had s mate
his life would probably have been saved.
It is a matter we feel very keenly. They
have introduced this system of a man
working alone lutely. Men are working
alone on what are called baby machines,
and they fire-out by themselves. The
result ig that they are not properly pro-
tected. We say the system is not a good
one, nor in the interesta of the miner,
and certainly should be altered in the
futuree. 'We have not been able to
get any satisfaction from the Minister.
His argument is based on a fallacy, and
the sooner he konows it the better.
I was going o refer to the Minister's
proposal to grant the fee simple to
residential holders on the goldfields. I
would like to point out that I interjected,
after the Minister bad quoted the
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The Minister, how- | departmental report on this question,

that the report was given after it was
known that the Government intended to
amend the Act in regard to residential
leases; therefore great weight is not to
be attached to that report. I kmew that;
other members knew it. Mr. Hopkins
mentioned at Boulder that the Govern-

, ment intended to do this; therefore I say

the report is not worth the paper it is
written on. 1 should like to say the
assumptions in the report are not exactly
correct. The Premier stated that the
present system did not tend to legitimate
settlement. I may tell the Minigter that
the residential settlements at Kalgoorlie
and Boulder are about the only sectiona
in Kalgoorlie ard Boulder that are com-
pletely settled on. T do not think there
are a dozen vacant blocks except those
reserved by the Governmeut for special
purposes. But one finds quite a different
thing in places where frecholds exist. In
the small portion of Boulder where free.
holds exist there are many vacant blocks
held for speculative purposes, but under
the residential system the owners have
residences erected on them. I bappen to
represent a constituency where there are
probably more residential areas than in
any other place in the State. When I
first stood for election to the House I
was opposed by an independent Tabour
candidate, who had signed the platform
that I had signed in favour of the non-
alienation of Crown lands; but after he
became an independent Labour eandidate
he struck out the alienation of Crown
lands, and made one of his main planks
the fee simple of residential areas, know-
ing that in my constituency there are a
great number of residential areas. In
spite of this gluring red line in his elee-
tion placards in regard to the fee simple,
he was defeated by an opponent of the
system. I want the Minister to take
this matter into consideration, as I think
he will see that the system is not so much
desired as he 'has beea led to believe.
He says there hus been agitation on the
subject. The agitation has come from
where ?  The Minister said the Kalgoorlie
council; but after all the Kalgoorlie
municipal council represent the bricks
and wmortar principally in Hannans
Street.

Tae Premier: And the Kalgeorlie
roads beard.
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Me. SCADDAN : I would like to say
that roads district contains very few
residential areas, and if the roads board
do represent them, have they ever taken a
referendum on the subject?

Tae PreEmier: There has been no
protest against their action,

Mz. SCADDAN: There are very few
residential arzas in roads board districts ;
they are generally in the Kalgoorlie
gud Boulder munmicipal districts. Mr.
Hopkins when standing at Boulder was
opposed by a Labour candidate, the
present member for Boulder, in opposition
to the freehold system. In face of the
fact that there was supposed to be such
an agitation on the part of people to get
their fee simple, Mr. Collier was returned
to the House opposed to that system.
The constituency represented by the
wmember for Brown Hill is made up in the
same way, the Hannans counstituency
also. In spite of the fact that the
Minister would lead the House to believe
there is a desire to obtain the fee simple
of these blocks, how is it that we are
sitting on this (Opposition) side of the
House to-day? I want to point out to
the Minister that when he compared
Subiaco with these places heandoubtedly
took a very bad example.

Tee PrEMIER : What about the man
who has not sufficient to put up his
house ?

Me. SCADDAN: I will come to that
presently. Under the present system at
Subiaco, undoubtedly not 25 per cent. of
the houses are owned by the people who
reside in them. T live in Subiaco, and
know something abont it, and I say that
75 per cent. of the people pay rent. One
man told me recently that he collects £200
per week in rent from househelders in
Perth. On the goldfields under the
residential system a man procures a
block for 10s. a year from the Govern-
ment; he requires no money to procure
thut block and he does not require to
borrow money to build a house. Almost
any of the timber merchants or business
people on the goldfields will erect a house
for him, and he cun pay the money back
in instalments at the same rate that the
freeholder does.
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to expend all the capital he has to buy

his block, then ke is left penniless. If he
has no money he has to borrow it to |
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* have done in the past.

The man who bas to .
buy his freehold under the hammer has -
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build his house, so that he has really a
double mortgage.

Tee PreMmiEr : I had an application
from a very prominent gentleman on the
goldfields last week.

Me. SCADDAN : Iam notcontending
that it is not the desire on the part of
some persons to obtain freeholds, Those
who want freeholds desire to get out of
them at the earliest opportunity; they
want the enbanced value. Is it to the
interests of the workers that freeholds
should be obtained where the present
leasehold system exists? I say it is
absolutely wrong. [ challenge the
Minister to put up these blocks uunder
the hammer instead of the way he
proposes, and he will then see if there
18 a desire on the part of the holders
to get the fee simple. They want the
fee simple at & nominal amount to sell at
the enhanced value. I ask the Minister
to put up the blocks under the hammer,
and I am sure thers will be a great out-
cry for the Minister to withdraw the
blocks.

Tue Preaier: They were put up at
Greenbushes under the hammer.

Mr. SCADDAN ; Will the Minister
accept that challenge ?

Tre PrEmiEr: We will put them up
under the hammer wherever there are
business places.

Mxz. SCADDAN : I do not know what
the Minister desires to do, but there is the
challenge. He says that the system has
not worked out satisfactorily. I want to
know whether the Minister will sell the
blocks under the hammer, as in other
places where the frechold exists. If the
Minister gives the frechold to people, no
one will object to receive something for
nothing ; but I challenge the Minister to
put up these blocks under the hammer,
and if he does so he will have a letter
not from oune holder but from nearly
every leaseholder in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder to leave them as they are. In
the interests of the workers it is abso-
lutely necessary that they should be
enabled to obtain their boldings as they
There is only one
reason why people wish to obtain the fee
simple, so as to get out at the first
opportunity at the enbanced value; that
is the only reason there can be. A man °
does not rvequire to mortgage his lease
hold block to obtain money to build his
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house. He can obtain money generally as

easily as a freecholder. The statement
made by the Minister that there were
only shanties on these leasehold blocks is
not a statement of fact. We know that
at the present time on the goldfields,
although houses are built of hessian they
are comfortable and suit the climate
admirably. There is no better house to
suit the climate than the hessian house.
I have lived in a brick house, a weather-
board house, an iron house, and none of
these will compare with the hessian house
in the goldfields climate. After all it is
not because the holders cannot build

better houses, but because the way in-

which they erect them suits the climate
best. I shall deal with this matter
farther when it comes before the House
again; for the present I shall say no
more. I want to refer to one matter
that the Minister for Mines spoke about
in his speech last Thursday. He said
something about the purchase of second-
hand batteries, and by his half state-
ment—for he 8id not make a full
statement of the facts—he would lead
the House and the country to believe
that the Labour Government had gone
out of their way to obtain rattletrap
batteries as he called them. The facts
are these, There were five second-hand
batteries procured by the Labour Gov-
ernment. I bave been in communication
with the late Minister for Mines aund he
has supplied me with the particulars.
The first second-hand battery obtained
was the old battery of the Great Boulder
Mine; it was booght at scrap-iron price
from Silverthorne and Adair. Thisbattery
was fitted with new mortar boxes and re-
erected at the outlying field of Randell's.
It was a very good deal indeed, and was
a deal that fitted the particular moment.
It may have been a risky thing to con-
struct a battery at Randell’s then, but no
doubt the Minister ihought that here
was an opportunity of ebtaining a battery
at scrap-1ron price, and that if the field
subsequently warranted a better battery
it could be erected later on. In the
Pilbarra region a nearly new battery was
bought from Mr. A. E. Morgans, and
shifted from its place of idleness to svme
miles farther away at Sandy Creck where
there are a great number of prospectors,
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battery we heard so much about on
Thursday. The third battery was stand-
ing idle at Pig Well. It was erected to
enable the prospectors in the Merton's
Reward country to crush sione at a point
where there was an abundance of water.
That was the reason why it was erected
there. 1 am told Merton’s Reward is

| obtaining its water supply from that

and it is still the only Governnrent battery :

in the North-West. That was the other

. moeey lent.

place, and that is the reason why the
battery was erected ab that site. The
Yarri battery was bought from a mine
near Menzies on the recommendation of
the State Mining Engineer, and at the
personal solicitation of the member for
Menzies at an interview with the then
Minister for Mines, Mr. Hastie. I wish
the Minister were in his place to hear
this statement, for if it is not true it can
be contradicted ; but I repeat that it was
erected at the personal solicitation of the
member for Menzies at an interview with
the then Minister for Mines, Mr. Hastie.
I may state that I asked Mr. Hastie when
he made this statement to me whether I
could repeat it to the House with his
authority. He said *“ Yes; the statement
is correct, and you can make it and you
have my authority to do so.”

At 6-30, the SpEaEER left the Chair.
At 730, Chair resumed.

Me. SCADDAN (continuing): When
we adjourned for the tea hour I was
explaining with regard to the purchase
of second-hand batteries by the Labour
Government, which the Minister dealt
with on Thursday night last. I was
explaining in relation to the Yarri battery,
which was bought after a report from the
registrar at Menzies, on the recommenda-
tion of the State Mining Engineor and
the personal solicitation of the member
for Menzies, the present Minister for
Mines. I am sorry, as I said before,
that the Minister is not in his place, so0
that he might refote this statement if it
15 incorrect. I have Dbeen given the
statewment as authentic by the late Min.
ister for Mines, Mr. Hastie; and I think
the Minister should be in his place to
refute it, if it 1s incorrect. The fifth
battery I was speaking about is the
battery erected at Yerilla. This battery
was bought to extinguish a bad debt and
to save the State from a heavy loss on
This is a legal matter, and
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perhaps the Attorney General will do

well to remain in bis seat. The Melba
Consols Company at Yerilla, of which Dr.
Summers was a director and Mr. Iffla
wag the secretary, procured an advance
of £500 from the Minister for Mines in
the James Government, which advance
was secured by a mortgage over the
plant.

This company made default, and

when it was sought to enforce the terms |

of the mortgage it was found that the
deed had never been registered, and was
therefore mere waste paper.

Me. Tavior: That could not happen
with the present Attorney General.

M=z.SCADDAN : Inthe circumstances
Mr. Hastie decided that the best course
to adopt was to quietly buy up the whole
of the eatate of the company, lock, stock,
and barrel, and convert it into a State
battery pure and simple. This was
done by the payment of an extra £350,
and the subsidy of 3s. per ton previously
granted was saved. Now I have ex-
plained, as it was explained to me, why
these particular batteries were purchased,
and I think that when these facts are
known to the House it will be admitted
that the attitude adopted by the then
Minister for Mines was certainly the
right one fo adopt; and the present
Minister was, on Thursday night last,
certainly very misleading in the way in
which he referred to this particular
matter. I think it advisable, when one
is hurling charges across the floor of this
House, that he should be careful to give
the whole of the facts and not half a
statement. Make the whole statement,
and let the light of day shine upon it.
If it will not stand that, then I think it
is time for some of us to make a noise.
These are the facts dealing with the
whole question. I say, particolarly as
far as the Yerilla battery is concerned,
that if there is any blame attaching to
anybody, the present Minister for Mines
is absolutely and solely to blame.

Tue Tressurpr: He did not blame
anyone.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Colonial Trea-
surer says the Minister did not blame
anyone. He attempted on Thursday
night to make capital out of the fact that
the Labour Government had obtained five
second-hand batteries.

Tue TrREASBURER:
accused.

Because he
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Mz. SCADDAN: I made no accusa-
tion against the Minister, and I have yel
to learn that Mr Hastie did so.

Mr. Honman: The present Minister
for Mines is responsible for almost every
second-hand battery. He denied that he
was Tesponsible for any.

Mr. SCADDAN : I have stated that
these purchases were made on most occa-
gions after the recommendation by the
State Mining Engineer and the personal
solicitation of the present Minister for
Mines.

Tae TrEisureER: What has that got
to do with it? Nothing whatever.

Mr. SCADDAN: I contend that it
has everything todowithit. Burely [am
just as much interested iu the welfare of
the State when sitting in Opposition as I
would be if on the Ministerial benches;
and if the member for Menzies was then
sitting in Opposition, surely he was just
as much interested in the welfare of the
State then as he is now when sitting on

- the Ministerial benches.

M=, Tavror: I douBs that.

M=, SCADDAN : If not, he should be,
and the fact that he personally solicited
the purchase of these second-band bat-
teries in my opinion stamps him as
equally to blame, if there is any blame
attachable to anybody, with the then
Minister. I am satistied that no blame
is attachable to the then Minister for
Mines, Mr. Hastie, who in the circum.
stances did the best thing possible.
There wus no other way out of the diffi-
culty, and particularly so far as the
Yerilla battery was concerned. I think
I have dealt sufficiently with that ques-
tion to show the House that some of the
statements made are only half statements,
and until the whole of the facts are
known members may be proune to accuse
a man wrongiully. 1 have pointed out
where the Minister made other mistakes;
and I think he should be somewhat care-
ful when making statements to give the
whole of the facts. = The Minister gave
an jnterview to the Press after a public
meeting bad been held at Guildford pro.
testing against the construction of vans
for the railways being given to private
enterprise — the Westralia Tronworks
Limited, at North Fremantle. At the
interview the reasons he gave were:—

The protest which the people of Midland

- Junction are making with regard to the ques-
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tion of constructing rolling-stock by private
enterprise when the workshops at Alidland
Junction are available for the work was men-
tioned to the Minister for Railways by a
Herald representative yesterday. Mr. Gregory
replied that tenders were called for the con-
astruction of 10 AJ brake-vans, and among
the several received the lowest was that of
the Westralia Ironworks Ltd.

That would make it appear that they
were the lowest tenderers; they were not
taking into consideration the fact that
the estimate of the Railway Departinent
was considered in the light of a tender :—

Their tender, however, was above the

departmental estimate, and the Government,
with a view of thoroughly tcsting that
estimate, decided that the Westralia Iron-
works tender should he accepted for the
construction of five of these vans, and that
the other five should be built at the Midland
Junction workshops.
I do not know that I ever heard such an
argument adduced by a responsible
person. The idea of & man saying, after
calling for tenders for work and on
receiving two or mote tenders, “I will
test each person’s tender; I will let the
work to the two lowest; I will give the
lowest man balf and the next man half,
g0 as to test the other fellow.” Ttisa
most absurd tbing. Could not the
estimate of the department be tested
equally as well without letting balf of
the work (o that particular company?
Could it not be tested in the same way as
it is now proposed to be tested, by having
a supervisor, and keeping close super-
vision over the work? 1 contend that
the whole of the ten vans could have
been constructed there, and at the same
time the estimate of the department
could bave heen equally as well tested as
by giving the other half to the next
tenderer. 'This seems to me & most
ridiculous argument altogether, and I
say that it was done, as we know, for one
reason— because the Government are
sapporters of private enterprise.

Tur TreasurER: What doos the
member for North Fremantle say aboud
it?

Mg. Borton: You cannot draw me.

Me SCADDAN: The greatest
rhampion, and certninly the preatest
champion I know, of private enterprise
is the gentleman who has control of the
purse in the State, the Treasurer. When
he went so far, as Minister for Works, as
to give away to private firms that were

(10 Juny, 1906.]
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tendering for Government work the
price for which work was done in the
department, he showed bhimself to be the
strongest opponent I know of to depart-
mental coustruction of public works;
absolutely. It s tantamount to calling
for tenders to close on a certain date,
opening those tenders earlier, and saying
to a friend, ** So-und-so’s tender is in for
so much.” If he knew the departmental
cost of the construction of those pipes,
and told those coming along prior to the
acceptance of tenders, "That is our
price; if you can beat that vou will get
the job,” it was absolutely opposed to
the best interests of the State. How-
ever, I think I have stated sufficient in
regard to that particnlar matter. Per-
sonally I am a very strong supporter
of. the departmental construction of
public works. Any work that can be
dobe by the Government should be done
in their own inturests, and we can get
better supervision if the Minister in
charge is in sympathy with the principle.
We have ounly to look back to the fact
that when Mr. Johnson was Minister for
Works certain works were constructed by
day labour under his supervision; and I
cootend that they will stand the light of
day. As a matter of fact, the Govern-
ment have been challenged to compare
those works with any work done pre-
viously under contraet, or any they pro-
pose to do in the future, and up
to date that challenge has not been
accepted. There is another matter I
wigh to refer to, which was brought
under my notice to-day, and it touches
stightly on the guestion of immigration.
It seems rather peculiar to me that
we cannot find men in this State cap-
able of doing work in connection with
small jobs or small matters? I refer
now particularly to the sewerage of Perth.
I heard it stated in town to-day that the
Government had engaged four drafts-
men in Meibourne in connection with
this work. They made an undertaking,
I have been told, to pay the passages of
these people to Western Australia.  That
is not so bad. They do that in other
cases. But they went further than that,
—or at. least it is stated that they Hid—
by making an agreement with these men
to pay the cost of bringing their families
to Western Australia. Is this to be the
method of increasing our population—
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sending over to the Eastern States for
men we can procure here! Are there
no first-class draftsmen in this State ¥

Mz. Herrmanw : Is that true?

Mr. SCADDAN: The statement has
been made, #nd it remaine for the Min-
ister to contradict it if it is untrue.
The rumour is made, and it is current in
town to-day, that these men have been
engaged in Melbourne, and more than
that, an agreement has been made that
this Government will pay the cost of
bringing their families to Western Aus-
tralia. If thisiz to be the way we are going
to study economy and increase our popu-
lation, the sooner we know it and the
country knows it, and the sooner the
Government are brought to their bear-
ings, the better. Perhaps this is only a
small matter. .

Tae PreEMIER: Are you satistied the
information is correct? It is news to
members on this bench.

Mr. SCADDAN: I am glad to be
able to give the news to those members.
1'do not know that it is incorrect. The
hon. gentleman is in order in calling
attention to it, if it is incorrect. The
statement bas been made in town. If it
is untrue, the Minister for Works should
contradict it, and that quickly. How-
ever, Mimsters know whether it is true,
and should not permit a statement of
that kind to go unchallenged.

Mr. Tavroe: It has not been con-
tradicted yet.

Mgz. SCADDAN: No; ithas neot been
contradicted, so the statement I wade
can stand. I want to say before sitting
down that the object I have attempted to
attain in this House has heen to support
measures and not men. I want to draw
the attention of those gentlemen who
occupy the front Ministerial bench to
the fact that if they bring down
measures which I congider to be in the
interests of the Stale as a whole T ghall
be prepared to support them whole-
heartedly ; but I am not going to support
any of those half measures, any of those
milk-and -water measures. Until the
Ministers are prepared to meet the case
fairly in the face and attempt to do
something to take Western Australia
out of the position it is in to-day,

I am going to be just as strong
my opposition in the future as
ha.ve been in the past. Absolutely
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I know that there are many conflicting
interests in the present Ministry ; and in
my opinion Ministers will bave to be
carefully watched. We know that the
Treasurer and the Attorney General, while
disagreeing on some matters, can agree
when matters affecting the Chamber of
Mines are at stake.

Me. Tavror: Whatabout the Minister
tor Mines P

Mr. SCADDAN: He is not here. [
will not say anything about him. I know
that the Attorney Gteneral has said it will
be his duty to look after the interests of
the Chamber of Mines in this House.

TrE TrEASURER : Where and when ?

Mg. SCADDAN: When he was being
“treated " by the Chamber of Mines,
after his being elected to this House.
They had a function, and complimented
him on the fact of his being returned;
and he made the statement. Orif he did
not make the statement, their own journal
publizhed it, and I have not seen the
Attorney General’s contradiction. I am
not suying it is wrong that the Attorney
General should take the part he has taken
in conpection with the Chamber of Mines.
‘What I object to is that, while he holds
that opinion and voices the opinions of
the Chamber of Mines, he should, Loth
in this House and before the electors of
Kalgoorlie pose as a democrat looking
after the interests of the workers. I say
he cannot £l the two positions; that the
interests of the workers on those mines
are absolutely opposed to the interests of
the Chamber of Mines, the members of
which are interested in foreign companies.
I noticed in the Press that one member
of the Chamber of Mines, when support.
ing a motion for the exclusion of the Press
during the discussion of a certain matter,
said: *“We must bear in mind that we
are not here representing ourselves; we
are here representing certain companies,
and, as such representatives, must express
opinions in the interests of those com-
panies.” That is what we have to
remember when the Attorney General
expresses am opinion cuncerning the min-
ing industry, that he is expressing an
opinion in the interest of the Chamber of
Mines, and thercfore in that of the
foreign mine-owner whe is reaping great
benefits from the mining industry to-day.
When the hon. memhber (Mr. Keenan)
first came to Kalgoorlie, we people there
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used to look on him as the haw-haw
autocrat. I do not know whether we
were correct. However, by u process of
evolution, having political ambitions, he
subsequently posed as the democrat of
democrats. [LaBour Mewser: Heis
still revolving.] He is. I say, there is
nothing more detrimental to placing fair
legislation on the statute-book than a
man’s posing as if in one position while
he is aclually in another. If he is the
representative of the Chamber of Mines
in the House, why does he not say so?
I do not object if he or others in this
House say that I am here looking after
the interests of the miners on the Beit,

Tue PreEMiER : He is the representa-
tive of every interest.

Mr. SCADDAN: I will admit that
the hon. member may be; but he is jack
of all trades and master of nooe. My
first duoty, representing such a con-
stitueney as Ivanhoe, is to the miners,
because my constituency ig made up of a
wining population. And that being my
opinion, T try as far as possible to leave
that impression on members of this
House, .

Tue PrEmiEr: What about the rest
of your constituency ? What about the
storekeepers.

M=r. SCADDAN: There are no store-
keepers in my constituency. They are all
one community.

Tae TREASURER:
masters ?

Mr. SCADDAN: The masters? I
wn pleased that the hon. mewmber men-

" tioned them. The masters’ interests are
well looked after by the Treasurer and
the Attorney General. Unfortunately,
while the masters are in a minority in the
country, they have more than a majority
of representatives in this House. Why,
the Treasurer knows full well that he has
-appeared on their behalf in the Arbitra-
tion Court, and has on many occasions
made to ihe Press statements supporting
the employer apainst the employee; so
we can leave the masters in the capable
hands of the Treasurer. But the whole

What about the

[10 Juwny, 19086.)

point is that when those Ministers, the :
Treasurer and the Attormey Generul, -

express opinions in this House, I wish
those opinions to be viewed as my own
are viewed. I am here representing the
miners, and amn not asbamed of the fact;
and when I make statements, I wish

Seventh day. 331
members to recollect that I amn making
those statements on Lehalf of the miners;
and when Ministers opposite make state-
ments, I wish those statements to be
viewed from a similar standpoint. I
assert that the Treasurer and the Attorney
(Feneral are representatives of the mine-
owning interests, and should be viewed as
such representatives,

Tre TrEAsURER: You are absolutely
wrong.

Mz, SCADDAN: I may be wrong;
but I must be a very poor judge if I read
wrongly statements appearing in the
Press. The Treasurer has always been
recognised as the strongest opponent of
Labour in this State, the strongest sup-.
porter of the employer against the em-
ployee. I know that he has in the
Arbitration Court made statements which
be is not game to make in this House.

Tae TrEasurEr: Game every time.

Mr. SCADDAN: I heard bim, only
last session, rise here and severely take
to task a member who asserted that the
hon. member’s statements, made in the
Arbitration Court, were his own state-
ments. The hon. member, now Treasurer,
replied: “I was appearing there as the
representative of the Chamber of Mines;
and as such, I only expressed their
opinions.” And now the Treasurer
would lead us to believe that he is pre-
pared to express the same opinions in
this House as he expressed in the Arbi-
tration Court. [ should not like to
belicve that of the hon. member; for if
he did, the members sitting with him
could sit with him no longer and still
hold those democratic opinions which
they profess to entertain. T am sorry to
have detained the House so long; but
these subjects required some discussion,
and T covld not pass them over lightly,
because they are of considerable interest
to my electors in particular and to the
goldfields in general; and T should not
have been doing my duty had I allowed
this opportunity to go by without ex-
pressing my opinions ag strongly as
Jpossible on the subjects with which I
bave dealt,

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price) : May | make an explanation on
the point raised by the member for
Ivanhoe (Mr. Scaddan), who stated that
the Works Department are paying the
vxpenses of the wives and families of
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draftemen who are being brought over
from the East? I think that the hon.
member showed but little sense of the
responsibilities of his position.

M=z. Warker: That is not an explana-
tion.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
explunation is that the statement is abso-
lutely inaccurate.

Mg. F. ILLINGWORTH (West
Perth): May I, with other members,
join in the congratulations which have
been extended to you, Mr. Speaker, on
your return from the old country in
greatly improved health? I think it
is generally recognised that the object of
the debate on the Address-in-Reply is
expressed in the motto of the olden
times: *“Redress grievances, and then
vote money.” So far, it seems to wme
hon. members have been engaged in the
redressing of grievances, so far as they
are personally concerned; and between
statements on the one side and replies on
the other, we huve not as yet got very
near to the Address-in-Reply. I do not
intend to occupy at any great length the
time of the House.

Lasour MeMBER: All the other fellows
said that.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: There is a
considerable difference between saying
and doing. In the Governor's Speech,
the first intimation which is, to my mind,
of importance is the statement, concerning
the change of Ministry; and a good deal
has been said on that score. It strikes
me that in the people of this State, or
any State, resides the power to make
laws and enforce them, to collect taxes
and spend them. Some party leaders
owe their positions to the vote of a
majority, whether it be of the individual
or of the party. A party pecessarily
elects its own leaders. Even the member
for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish) claims the
tight, I think, to elect his leader for
bis own party. In the same manner, the
stronger party becomes the governiog
party; and so long as the Premier can
retain a majority of this House, he has a
right to dictate the country’s laws and 6
order its affairs. Enough is said on that
question. The great subject which is
brought up in the Speech, the great
principle on which I think the life of this
Ministry dopends and which will be the

subject of the principal Bill for this | Federation in 1900,
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session, is the question of taxing land
values. Now a great many years ago
—it seems a long time to me—in
1894, I was strongly in favour of,
and at Cue at the old well, and
frequently sinee, expressed myself in
favourof u taxon unimproved lands, us my
object at that time was to endeavour
to get our lands occupied. It is not
sufficient to alienate land. I wish lande
to be improved; and enly so far as Jand
is improved can it be of any great use to
the State. TUniwproved land is of little
value to anyone. Now we have come to
a time in our history when the problem
has assumed a different form. Ai that
time we had plenty of revenue from all
sources. We were able to expend from
revenue between £800,000 and £1,000,0600
a year, down to about £500,000 a year.
The question which now presents itself
in the Government proposal is not merely
bow to get land improved, but how to
raise revenue for present necessities. 1
should like to call members’ attention to
o few ideas which have been passing
through my miad in reference to this
question. We ought certainly to tax
unimproved land. When we ascertain
how we stand to-day, we find that we
have alienated 11,500,000 acres of laund,
of which not more than 400,000 hus been
cultivated ; and we are faced with a great
question, We ure stiil endeavouring to
get our land alienated, We are doing all
we can to get people to take up land.
But of what value will that be to the
State if, after being taken up, the land is
not improved ? Out of the earth come
profits, and out of the profits comes all
our wealth. TUnless our land is improved
in some way, no advantage is gained in
having it alienated. T contend that we
want a land tax for the purpose of
inducing settlement, and for the purpose
of indueing people who have land to put
it to some proper use, if only by ring-
barking, when perhaps two blades of
grass are made to grow where one grew
before—a quotation which members of
olden time will remember. If such an
improvement is made, something is done
in the interests of the State as & whole.
Now we come to the other question ; and
I do not think wwmembers have clearly
realised the result of certain occurences
in the vears that are past. We entered
Does it strike
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members that since that time we have
remitted in taxation mnearly a million
of money, indeed more? During that
period we were able, under the sliding
scale, to continue to collect—from our-
selves, let it be observed—a certain sum
of money by way of Customs duties on
intercolonial produce. Such produce, at
the time of our entering Federation,
brought into the coffers of this State
between £350,000 und £360,000 a yeur.
But after the settlement—within 12
months after the fixture of wuniform
Customns taxation—we remitted to the
people of thia State npot less than
£60,000 for the first year; in the
second year we remitted £120,000; in
the third yesr, £180,000; and alto-
gether we remitted over £500,000. Our
revenue has gone back all this time
to the extent of £900,000. On that
question alone, if we had continuved to
spend as we were spending, then our
deficit, instead of being £120,000 to-day,
would be nearer a million ; but wedo not
so spend, nor do we tax our people in any
other direction. We have continued to
remit this sum of money uotil we will
have remitied nearly a million by October
next. In addition to that, there was in
connection with Section 95 of the
Federal Act, a condition which compelled
us to reduce our duties on spirits by 2s.
a gallon after the firat year. Thus for
four years we have lost income which
previously brought to the State £50,000
a year, so that here is another £200,000
we have remitted, so much gone back
in our taxation. I am sorry this
£200,000 has not gone mto the pockets
of the pecple. I believe that the quality
of the liguor bas not improved and that
the quantity has not decreased, so that
this money is going into the bands of the
special class who run that particular
business. Perhaps that has something
to do witk the value of exchanges of
licenses and licensed premises. Howerver,
we have remitted taxation, since entering
Pederation, to the extent of £1,100,000.
Of this sum the bulk of it—not spirits 1
think, but the remaining portion of it—
is in the pockets of the people; and we
have met our expenses from year to year,
not by any increased taxation, but by a
reduction in the amount of works we have
performed. Instead of spending £700,000
or £800,000 each year on public works,
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we have been gradually reducing, because
we have not had the money tospend. The
conditions are now that we have only a
small sum of money to spend on
public works; and even in connec-
tion with the rabbit-proof fence last
vear, we had to take a small por-
tion of loan money—a very bad pre-
cedent. The question now arises as to
how we are to make good the loss of
revenue. It is proposed that we shall
make it up by a tax on unimproved land
values. Now what is unimproved land ?
It is a question difficult of solution;
perhaps because land which is not used
can be scarcely said to have a value.
If the lund produces nothing it can be
scarely said to have a value; but the
average value, I presume, of the land we
shall be called upon to tax on an unim-
proved land value basis -— speaking of
agricultursl Jand which will not amount
to more than 11 million acres—will be
£1 per acre. It will not exceed that; it
will not come to that; but it will yield
us only £45,000 at a penny per pound,
supposing that to be the basis; and I
think it will be found that city and sub-
urban lands and lands about towns will
yield two-thirds of the whole taxation.
This 18 a serious question of course to the
city people, the people I represent, and
to the people other members represent in
the cities and Jarge towns; but we have
to face the question und to show some
reason why the tax should be imposed.
I want to affirm in the first place that
the State has, since Federation, remitted
to the people of this State over a million
of money. Now there is something else
that has to be taken into consideration in
dealing with the financial question. We
have a system of sinking fund, and upon
our railways we have a sinking fund of
one per cent. In this connection we
have a matter arising which I should like
the member for Forrest (Mr. A. J. Wil-
son) to take notice of. Dealing with the
term of the present Comwissioner of
Railways, the net profit during 1902.3
was £30,887, but no provision was made
by the Commissioner for sinking fund.
The State, under the conditions of its
loyns wust provide this sinking fund,
and the sinking fund on the £10,000,000
spent on our railways amounts to
£100,000 at 1 per cent.; but the railways
themselves during that year only provided
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£30,000 towards the sinking fund, con-
sequently out of our other revenue there
had to be taken to provide for sinking
fund a sum of £70,000. The following
year, 1903.4, however, things were hetter,
and the net profits were £111,724, which
provided the whole of the sinking fund
on the £10,000,000 and gave a hIttle in
excess towards the general revenue. In
1904.5, the return- was £109,957, which
also gave something to the general
revenue, besides recouping the State for
the sinking fund that had to be provided.
This year, I understand the profits on
the railways amount to 519, which will
mean that nearly § per cent. in addition
to the provision for the sinking fund will
go into the Treasury this vear. Another
matter comes up on which our revenue
bas been depleted, leaving less money
available for public works, and that 1s
the Coolgardie Water Scheme. Members
are aware that provision was made in the
Act by which the money was authorised
to be borrowed for a sinking fund of
3 per cent. That was absolutely neces-
sary, or at anv rate most desirable,
becanse these works will be gradually
wearing out and will require replacing at
considerable cost. I have not the exact
-figures, but the estimate I make is well
within the figures, I am sure. I saythat
during the last three years, since the
operation of the sinking fund, the de-
ficiency as regards sinking fund in the
return  from the Coolgardie Water
Scbeme amounts to nearly £200,000,
which sum has 'been provided from
general revenue to make good the sink-
ing fund of ihe Coolgardie Water
Scheme. 8o it will be seen how our
available revenue during the last six
years has gone back nearly ome and
a-balf millions on the losses through the
Customs and the provision for sinking
fund for the railways and the Coolgardie
Water Scheme. It must be borme in
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mind that though the works show, as the °

railways do, a satisfactory profit, if they
do not earn sufficient to pay interest and
sinking fund in addition to working
expenses the State from other sources
has to make good the revenue. I think
we have here the real reason for what
is called the depression. It is not
a question of this Government or
that, nor a question of individualism,
but it is because we have been re-

Seventh day.

mitting tazation without making pro-
vision for farther taxation. Conse-
quently, taking this view of the question,
I am prepared to support the imposition
of land values taxation. I would have
preferred that the whole taxation should
fall on wupimproved land; I think it
would be the wisest and best thing for
the State in every way; but it would not
yield the revenue we require for the pur-
pose of public works. I have held the
opinion long, and spoke on it in the old
House where T was for ten years, that
people would prefer to pay taxation which
Parliawnent may impose, an equitable
tax, rather than stop public works.
They want the country to be developed
and all to be done that is necessary to
jmprove our estate, looking at the State
as a whole with all its wealth and pos-
gibilities; and they are not anxious that
we should remit taxation, but that we
should develop the country; and in order
to develop the country, I think there will
be no objection to raising farther taxa-
tion. The source of this taxation, it
seems to me, will bave to be unimproved
land values. It will not pay to raise
taxes, as we are doing now in the cities,
on improvements. We may fairly raise
them on that which is unimproved, and
the effect of it will be that large quanti-
ties of land not now improved, nor used
for the henefit of the people of the State,
will gradually come into use. When we
come to look at the position in which we
stand from a financial standpoint, some
other few things may be suid. Our
latest returus show that we have a
pational debt of £18,016,000 odd. Our
sinking fund amounts to mnearly
£2000,000, und our net debt to
£16,869,006. 1 like to gatisfy my own
mind on this question; and perbaps it
will be interesting to members to look at
it from wy standpoint. We owe at the
present moment net £16,000,000. The
question is, where has that money
gone? Theansweris: ten millions have
gone into our public railways. They are
paying interest and expenses, and up to
date sinking fund, with the exception of
one or two odd years. More than that,
the railways are improving their condi-
tion. The condition of our railways
to-day is better than when they were
first built, and improvements have come,
not out of revenue and not out of loan,
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but out of the earnings of the railways
themselves. Every engine destroyed or
cast on the serap heap is replaced by
another engine of the same value, and so
with every truck. Also the lines are

(10 Juey, 1906.)

better to-day than they were, aund con.

tinued improvements are being made, so

that the value of this £10,000,000 worth of |

railways is really better to-day than when
the money was first expended. That
being s0, we may fairly account for at
least £10,000,000 of the £16,000,000 we
owe, Then, if we take our water schemes,
principally the Coolgardie Water Scheme,
we find that we have £3,000,000 invested
there, It is provided for, as I have
already suggested, by a sinking fund that
will cover wear and tear; and the loan
will disappear as a debt. Qur sinking
fund if carefully invested, as it ought to
be, in our own stocks helow par, a system
which I myself instituted when I was
Treagurer, will cause the debt to dis-
appear in twenty vears; or we will be
able to expend farther money in farther
improvements or repairs to the scheme.
That will aceount for £13,000,000 of our
debt. In addition to that, we have the
harbour works at Fremantle and else-
where, representing about £2,000,000
more, so that we have £15,000,000 of our
money in absolutely reproductive works;
and under the circumstances, in view of
the sinking fund of 3 per cent. for the
wasting Coolgardie Water Scheme, we
have absolutely sufficient money to keep
good our works and repay the money
when it falls due. Oniy £864,000 has been
spent on public buildings; and T ecall
attention to the fact that over £2,500,000
of the monev we have borrowed is owed
to ourselves. It is borrowed in this
State, being trust funds and Savings
Bank money borrowed by the Govern-
ment at 33 per cent. and is owed to our-
selves, and the interest is going to our
own people. ' So we have a financial
position that is absolutely undoubted, a
position in which, if we took some of our
own properties, such as our railways,
and eold them, if it were deemed wise
to do so, we could pay all our debts.
In the face of this state of things, and in
the face of the fact that we are sur-
rounded in all directions by development
works tbat are necessary for increasing
the wealth of the State, why should we

as a people object even to a little taxation ¥
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I have tried to show that the tazation is
only the replacing of taxes that we have
already remitted to a large extent.
To-day we can cheerfully go forward in
the development of the State without
fear. The Government propose to do so
by extending certain railways. I want to
put in a word of warning here. We
have hitherto—I have advocated it all
the time, and members who sit with me
also have always stood firm to the posi-
tion—that borrowed money should be
gpent on reproductive work only. We
are proposing now to make somewhat of
u departure. We are proposing spur
railways for agricaltural and mining
purposes. I am stroungly in favour of
this being done; but these railways must
be carefully managed and cared for so
that we shall not go back, Wa cannot
afford to take much more from our
ordinary revenue to make good the
interest and sinking fund on our schemnes.
I hope the Government will take care, in
the railways they propose, of the cost of
their construction and the cost of their
management. I wantto say n word or
two on the next proposal of the Govern.-
ment, which is constitutional reform.
The Government propose to make s
reform of the Legislative Council. I do
not object to the proposal on the whole;
indeed I lheartily support the Govern.
ment in their effort to reduce the
franchise. I awm strongly in favour of &
second Chamber. I always have been,
and I think the widening of the franchise
will strengthen that House; rather than
go in the direction of doing away with
the dual system it will go to strengthen
and establish it. T bope members will
bear in mind, and the Government
will take note of the fact, that there is &
tendeney in certain quarters to make the
Federation into a unification. I hope the
House, and every individual in the State,
will do their best to resist this tendency.
Federation as it now stands may be a
benefit to us; but unification must be

very serious disadvantage, and when it is
proposed to put more legislative power'in
the bands of the Federal Government,
we go in the direction of unification,
‘When it is proposed to take away one of
the Houses, for instance, that is going ir
the direcrion of wunification, The 39
articles in the Federal Constitution cover
all the grounds of use to us as a
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federated people, and we ought to do all
we can to retain all the other powers in
our hands, and allow the Federal Gov-
ernment to work out their destiny with
the power they have. I hope the Gov-
ernment will watch also the question of the
division of the surplus. And I hope they
will see that we get our fair share. No
doubt it will be borne in wind that the
Federal Government have not proposed
to alter the condition of the division ; but
certain Premiers have so proposed, and it
way be possible for sufficient power to
be brought to bear on the Federal
Glovernment to carry that point. The
tendency of the Federal Government is
to increase their power and increase their
revenue. What is called the Braddon
blot—which is perhaps the brightest blot
in the Act a8 a matter of facl—was care-
fully conceived, so that first of all the
Federal Government should nol extend
their powers by having too much money at
their disposal, and we must watch the
division of the surplus and see that no
per capife basis be brought about,
at least for some years; and until
we can supply our own requirements in
something like equal quantities with those
produced in other States, there will
always be a disadvantage. Nearly
£2,000,000 to-day is paid for goods im-
ported into this State from other States,
for goods that ought to be produced in
this State; and until we overtake this
consumption with our own produce, we
shall be at a disadvantage with the
other States. It will be for the Gov-
ernment to watch most carefully the
tendency of the Pederal Goverument in
this particular direction. I spoke just
now of the spur railways, and urged
the Government to be careful in their
expenditure, both for construction and
for working. When I was Treasurer
of the Leake Government, just prior to
the decease of our Premier the late Mr.
FLeake, I could see as Treasurer we were

going to bhave a considerable surplus, and '
I proposed to that Government certain '

works which I desired to have under-
taken, and amongst them was the begin-
ning, not the whole, of the railway to
Pilbarra. I held the opinion then, and I
hold it still, that this railway ought to be
built, and I am surprised and disap-

pointed at any rate that the Government

have made no definite proposal in that
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direction. We have a vast territory
there of wealth which requires develop-
ment, and when we have to deal with
this question later on I hope the Govern-
ment will be prepared to say something
definite in regard to the construction of
that line. We also require that railway
so often spoken of from Magnet to Law-
lers, or some other point to Lawlers, a
connection of the two fields, the Eastern
Goldfields and the Murchison. I am sur-
prised this is not spoken of in the
Address.  Although we cannot expect to
have everything suid in the Address,
still T hope the Government have not
overlooked it. There is another question
T feel a good deal about, something that
is very much required, and which is not
in the Governor's 8peech for this session,
that is the question of the Electoral
Act. In my own electorate there ave ab
least 1,000 voters shut off the rolls. Of
course every one of them would bhave
voted for me if they had bad the chance;
bat the fact remains they were shut off
the voll, and L fully expected this Govern-
ment would fake early steps, earlier than
it proposes, to deal with this question.
‘When before my electors in October last
I strongly advocated what T desire to
advocate now, that we should have an-
otber system in reference to the voting for
candidates. I have thought a good deal
about this, and the conclusion I have
arrived at is that the French system, the
second ballot, should be brought about to
obtain an absolute majority of votes. It
is the most fair system. The system we
have to-day is unfair to the public, and
unfair to the candidate. It is unjust all
round. Three or four men place them-
selves at the disposal of an electorate, and
they are fully justified in so doing. A
committee of some kind is formed to
seleet a candidate so there shall be only
one candidate againat the Labour man.
It is the merest chance thdt the individ-
ual selected is required by the majority
of the electors; in fact in many cases it
would seem he is not, as we have seen at
Fremantle recently. The electors them-
selves have not any voice under the pre-
sent system. I contend everyone who is
qualified and has the ability has the
right to place himself before the electors
for their choice, and the electors should
decide on the very best man at the same
time. Tt is most desirable to secure a
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man to sit in the House for the majority | we are going to reduce the salaries of

and not the minority,
accomplish this we ought to Lring into
our Electoral Act, and T hope that the
Attorney General will see to it, the
seccond ballot system, so that every man
who wants to stand may stand, and the
electors ut least will see that they get the
man who has a majority in the elec-
tornte, That has already been spoken of
a few days ago by the Premier, and I
have every hope from what he said that
the Glovernment are prepared to intro-
duce this system inte the Electoral Act.
The second bullots will not be numerous.
It bas proved so in France. The cost

will not be very heavy, Lut the Govern. |

ment of course will have to pav the cost
of the election, not the candidates. The
cost, T take it, will not be heavy in the
dtate. But after all where does the
power lie but in the majority of the
people, and how can that majority ex-
press its will unless the people are repre-
sented by the majority ?  To obtain that
peint is worth some money, a consider-
able sum of money. If is a matter of
great importance, not ouly to the individ-
ual but to the State, to know that one
gide here has the voice of the prople in
whom the supreme power exists. If it
does cost some money I hope the Gov-
ernment will see their way, and I know
the House will see its way, to pay the
cost. A suggestion has been made, I do
not know if it is exactly a proposal of the
Government, that Ministers' salaries shall
be reduced. This looks perhaps very
nice on the surface, but I ask members
to consider that in Perth to-day there
are managers of private establish-
ments receiving salaries from £1,500
to £2,000 a year. Why do they
get these salaries 7 Because in the
character of the business, such as it is,
certain ability is required. Are we pre-
pared to say the Treasurer of the State,
or the Minister for Lands, or the Min-
ister for Works, is of less value to the
State than these managers of private
institutions ? [Interjection.] Of course
there are plenty of men who would take
the position at £800. Some would take
it at £400. There are plenty of men
who would undertake the managemeni of
Yoy & Gibseon’s for £500 a year; but the
question is whether it would please the
firm to give them that management, If

In order to | Ministers to £800 a year, L say it will be

a very great mistake, a step in the
wrong direction; and I hope the House
when the time comes will vote against the
proposal, which I shall do. If Ministers
are worth anything at all, if we are to
have Ministerial portfolios and Minis-
terial control, we ought to have men who
are worth at least £1,000 a year. We
must remember thai the heads of depart-
ments receive from £600 to £700 a year
and if we are going to reduce our
Ministers to mere echos of heads of
departments, where will our Government
he? Surely the value should be there,
and if it is not, we should replace the men
by those who are worth the money.

Mg. Tavror: They are not worth
it.
Me. ILLINGWORTH: The hon,
member no doubt knows, because he was
himself a Minister. The country at the
present time is willing to pay them the
present price at any rate. In reference
to constitutional reform, ope portion of it
I am going to support as fully as I pos-
sibly can—-the reduction of the franchise
—for the reasons given. But when the
Government propose to reduce Ministerial
salaries to £800 u year T think they are
going in the wrong direction.

Mg. Lyrcw: They are not serious.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : They may
be serious, because possibly they have
in view the reduclion of other salaries,
and they think it will look better
if they reduce their own first. That is
all very well, but we shall find it
is not the right direction, and that we
shall not be able to conduct the State on
those lines. We want in this House the
very best men, the best skill that ean
be brought to bear on the affairs of this
State. The largest financial thing in the
whole State is this Government, dealing
witb millions of money, and unless we
have men sitting on these Treasury
benches in whom not only we have con-
fidence but the country as & whole, men
of skill and ability to conduct the affairs
of the State, we shall lose an amount
equal to a great deal more that £200 a
Minister per annum. A Minister may
make a mistake which may cost the
country £100,000.

Mg. Troy: One did make a mistake
which cost us £3,000.
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Mgr. ILLINGWORTH : That is what | Speech of His Excellency the Governor.

I am pointing out.
that this is a step in the wrong direction.
I do not wish to occupy the time of the
House at any great length. What T want
to say is that I bave had someexperience

of the finances of this State and have '

watched them for very many years.
looking upon this country as a whole I
am satisfied thot we have a great country
bere. 'We must be prepared to develop
it. If we are prepared to develop it, we
caunot do 8o ob the lines of remitting
taxation as we bave been doing for the
last six years, but we must reinstate
the revenue by some other sgstem of
taxation. A system of taxation which
appears most effective and useful at the
present time is a tax on unimproved land
values. T wish we could do withont the
extra money and confine it to a tax on
unimproved land. I would vrather see
the tax on unimproved land doubled
than bave money obtained as sug-
gested; but I am afraid that with
even double the unimproved land tax
we ghould not be able to raise what
we require. I agsert that this country
during the last few years has had
remitted to it in one form or another
nearly £200,000 a year. This new taxa-
tion will not come to that amount, but
the country must be prepared—and it
will be better to state that it must be
prepared —to raise at any rate an equal
tax to that which we had up to the time
of Federation; and this unimproved land
tax is a step in the direction likely to do
that. I thank members for their coun-
sideration, and hope that we shall tuke
up the view that this State is worth
developing. It is a great State; itis
worth putting money into; it is worth
putting thought into; itis worth putting
energy into; and the best efforts of this
Parliament and of this Government as
well as the earnestness of the people will
go to make Western Australia the land
it ought to be.

M=z. A. J. WILSON (Forrest): I
want to say at the outset that I re-echo
the congratulations which have been
extended by members to other members
in this Chamber, and also to state that T
regret exceedingly the personalities that
have unfortunately been dragged inte
thia debate, to the detriment of proposals
which are certainly contained in the

In

I an pointing out | Perhaps there is no man in this House
. who, in the preseat circumstances, is

more entitled to indulge in personal
explanations or personal recriminations
that I am myself; but I bave bno
desire to drag in any questions affect-
ing wmyself alone or members sitting
on this side of the House, when there
is so mmch calling for the immediate,
urgent, and practical consideration of
members in this particular Chamber. In
the course of the remarks I shall make
this evening I shall not in any way
touch upon the guestions affecting the
great timber industry in this State,
because in doing so [ should certainly
have to traverse ground which it will be
incumbenl upon me to traverse when 1
speak to the motion standing in my name
upon the Notice Paper. In delivering
myself of views or sentiments in regard
to the Address-in-Reply I feel that we
bave something higher to do than to in-
dulge in mere petty, carping, captious
criticism as to whether or not this Gov-
ernment or that Government originated
all the political ideas, or whether the
gentlemen there have stolen the political
clothes of the gentlemen here. The only
thing that should concern us as legislators
is not whether the clothes have been
stolen, but whether tkose clothes are
such us are calculated to push forward
the State und make for its progress and
development, irrespective of the gentle-
men who for the time being father
those proposals. It should clearly be
our duty to do our utmest to push for-
ward in the best iuterests of the State
good measures, and good ideas are just as
much the inalienable right of gentlemen
gitting on that side of the House as they
are the inalienable right of gentlemen
sitting on this side. Whenever any
party in this House and any person in
this Chamber is prepared to come down
with a good idea, I personally am not
going to concern myself whether the
gentleman is an intelligent gentleman or
otherwise, whether he is a good or bad
man. All Twant to know is whether the
idea he has to submit to this House is
good, bad. or indifferent, and I will judge
1t on the basis of the idea and not on the
basis of personalily. I think we have
the right to ask ourselves at this stage,
how stands our State? Do we stand in a
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position to-day in Western Australia
which is desirable? Have we reached
the summit of our hopes, or is there in
axistence in this State a condition of
affairs which it is desirable should be
improved ¥
Opposilion (Mr. Bath) was good enough
to tell us that there was depression in the

My friend the Leader of the

[10 Jury, 1906.}

country to-day, and the member for West

Perth (Mr. Illingworth), who has just
resumed his seut, would seem to hold a
somewhat similar opinion.
inelined to agree with either of these two
gentlemen as to the cavses which are the
root of the present depression which
admiitedly exists in the country. The
Leader of the Opposition was good enough
to say that there were thousands of
artisuns unable to find employment in the
metropolitan and goldfields districts, that
there were many werious cases of distress,

that during the last eight or nine months

the affairs of the State had been mis-
managed and misgoverned, and that

during the last 11 months there had been |

a reduction in the expenditure of the
Public Works, Mines, and Railways De-
partments of nearly £200,000. I donot
know whether this iz so or not, but if I
interpret the argument of the Leader of
the I())ppositiion to mean that because
there has been a falling-off in the expen-
diture of our Public Works, Mines,
and Railways Departments thousands of
artisans are unable to obtain employment,
then I do not think the expenditure of
public mouey upon these departments is
the right way of solving the difficulties
attached to the unemployed question. I
do not for & moment believe that the true
golution of the difficulties of lack of em-
ployment lies in the direction of bolstering
up artificial relief works by expenditure
from tazes taken out of the pockets of
the people. I think that an entirely
different view of the matter is the correct
one. But the Leader of the Opposition
went further. He said that his objection
was that the Government have made vo
attempt to exploit the sources of taxation
which would have given them the same
amount of money to spend im these
departments as was spent in previous
years. I hope we shall not in any mea-
sures of taxation that are brought down
to this House follow a practice that will
resolve itself into levying taxes upon the
people of the country merely for the pur-

I am not -
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pose of providing work for artisans. I
take it that we have a higher duty to
urge and a higher aim to serve than to do
anything of that particular kind. I want
to ask members honoestly and fairly
whether the objection stated by the
Teader of the Opposition is a fair objec-
tion. Is the hon. member not aware
how long the present Government have
been in existence? Is he mnot also
aware that the previous Government
of which he was a follower made the
plea, when challenged by myself, that
it could not bring down certain legis-
lation because it had not hud time?
No Government can in a moment ex-
ploit any sources of taxation which do
not exist. They cannot exploit sources
of taxation without having the authority
of this Houee to raise taxation from the
people, and in the circumstances th2 hon.
member knows perfectly well that in any
case, whatever the shortcomings of the
Government may be, they are not culp-
able for having refrained from exploiting
other sources of taxation to which le
refers. Amnother aspect of this question
that strikes me is that it was quite in-
cumbent upon the hor. gentleman to tell
this House, when he made the statement
that there was a falling-off of £200,000
in the public works expenditure, what
works of urgenmey and what important
works had been denied or kept in the
background. The falling-off in expendi-
ture might easily be accounted for by
the ecompletion of works already in
hand, and a curtailment of expenditure
in these circumstances is perfectly justi-
fiable. We do not want to reach a period
in the industrial history of this State
when it will be necessary for us to use
the public exchequer for the purpose
of starting public relief works in order to
overcome the difficulties surrounding lack
of employment. What is wunted is en-
couragement of development, and that
cannot for o moment be done merely by
public expenditure, and in my opinion
the only way in which we can overcome
the difficnlties surronnding a lack of em-
ployment and the depression which exists
in the country is not by spending huge
sums on public works. Whilst in the
initial stages of development that might
be thoroughly justifiable, it should only
be done with one clear object in view,
namely to wmake the conditions so
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satisfactory that there will eventually ' fact that in our great natural resources

come a time iu the history of the State

when the necessity for the Government -

to give such aid will have ceased, and will
have given scope to the enterprise and
energy of the people in this State,
enabling them to pnddle their own canoes.
What is wanted in this country is not

have at our disposal, not to become the
servants of taskmasters in our wines, our
foreyts, or in any other industrial employ-
ment, but to be their own masters, so
that it shall be possible for them to
make a way for themeselves, independeutly
of the expenditure of woneys by the
Government or of expenditure by private
enterprise. There is no State in Aus-

there has been no change, except a change
for the better, Qur beritage of natural
resources is to-day even greater than it
ever was previously in the history of this
State. One bas only to cast an eye over
the retorns recently published showing

. the increase in the agricultural and the
relief works, but opporiunities given to -
workers, with the large area of land we -

pastoral industries, to confess that the
possibilities are greater to-day than they
have ever been in the pust. Yet in spite
of this-—in spile of the greater oppor-
tunities that exist to-day—we are face to
fuce with a depression ; and if the state-

: meuts of the Leader of the Opposition

" are unable to find employment,

tralia which, in my opinion, gives greater .

opportunities for the application of this
remedy. Cousider for a moment what
are the real and immediate causes of the
existing depression. In wmy opinion, it
bas been Brought about not so much by a
diminisbed expenditure of public moneys
as by a set of circumstances which have
existed in this State practically from the
time when Sir Jobn Forrest left local
politics, Since that time, there has been
a period of unrest and dissatisfaction
through the repeated changes of Govern-
ment. The member for Mt. Margaret
(Mr. Taylor) has been good enough to
make a statistical caleulation in the
matter, and he tells us there have been
eight (Governments since 8ir John For-
rest left local politics. And if I do not
misjudge the position, that is where the
kernel of the whole matter liess. We
have had no clear, definite, settled policy
in this country; and suchk a policy is
needed, not only to enable ns to realise
the possibilities of our own State, but to
inspire confidence in those who contem-
plate making homes in this Stute and
bringing with them their money. The
lack of stability of Government has been
largely respomsible for breeding the
croakers whom we find from one end of the
country to the other, and to whom is due
much of the present minimising of con-
fidence in the State. The changes of Gov-
ernment have prevented the fruition of a
settled poliey, and buve consequently been
responsible for the lack of confidence and
for the depression which exist to-day.
‘We ought to direct our attention fo the

(Mr. Bath) cup be taken at their face
value, there are thonsands of artisans who
Why
should it be necessary, in a country with
the possibilities and petentialities that
our State possesses, that auny man should
bave to Dbeg employment from any
employer ? That it is necessary would
seem to be apparent, judging by the fact
that so many are doing so. T respect-
fully submit that in the policy fore-
shadowed in the Governor's Speech we
have the foundation of a policy by which
the man who cannot get work from an
employer may become his own employer.
And if that man have the indomitable
energy, the grit, and the enthusiasm of a
true Australian worker, he need not po
cap-in-hand to any employer und offer
his services for less than he could get
from the produce of his own labour on
the agricultural lands of this State. All
these natural resources, I repeat, are
shown to be in a healthy state of im-.
provement to-day; and I believe that
they are capable of still greater im-
provement than we bave yet witnessed,
if we can only guarantee anything
like a settled policy in our State
affairs. The effect of a settled policy
would eot only help those people who
are now in the State, who are desirous of
making it their permanent abode, but
would restore the confidence of investors
abroad, and would make it possible for
us to get more money for the development
of our great natural resources. What do
the present Government propose in this
connection? I cannot sce that theirsis
@ * parish pump” policy, so far as my
own electorate js concerned, anyhow;
but I honestly believe that they are
desirous of bringing abovt conditions in



Address-in-Reply :

this State along right lines, which will
make for solid and genuine progress;
and I believe this fact is largely due to
our having at the head of the Govern-
ment a gentleman who has unlimited
confidence in the resources of what he is
proud to call his vative land. No one in
this State will seriously question the
wisdom of aiding the reproductive indus-
tries of the country. I think we all
admit that the salvation of the State lies,
not merely in its mining possibilities, but
ultimately and permanently in ite repro-
ductive industries—agricultural, pastoral,
and timber. Now, while I make this

[10 Jyvry, 1908.]

classification, I do not wish my goldfields .
friends te think for a moment that I -

underrate the value to this State of the
gold-mining industry.
emphasise that the contrast lies bere.

But I wish to -

Every ounce of gold, every ton of coal,

tin, lead, copper, or other mineral taken
out of our soils makes those soils poorer.
But with the great reproductive agricul-
tural, pastoral, and timber industries,
that is not so. 1 venture to think that
the proposals of the Government respect-
ing the agricultural industry and land
settlement are very sound; that they are
on lines which this country needs, and
which it can udopt with very satisfuctory

results in the future. I welcome the .
proposals of the Government to decen- !
. tralise the Lands Department, so that

facilities for taking up our lands may be
increased, and many of the obnoxious
delays now existing avoided. Another
most important feature of the Govern-
ment pohey I take to be the pro-
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the offence. Another proposal that I
bail with considerable pleasure is for the
establishment of special settlement areas.
I understand from the Speech that the
Government will undertake, in these
areas, such work as the clearing of land,
and other works to promote their wise
and progressive settlement. The railway
construction proposals of the Govern-
ment will, I am sure, call for the appro-
bation of the great majority of members.
But the contention of those who insist
that before these lines are finully author-
ised an opportunity shonld be given
the House to consider whether the lines
ahd the routes suggested are the best, is
well founded; and I hope that before
any farther movement is made to con-
struct the proposed railways, the House
will have an opportunity of discriminating
between those proposals which, in its
opinion, are most immediately to the
advantage of the State, and those which
are not. We know there are proposals
bobbing up everywhere, like mushrooms,
for opening up by railways the resources
of every part of the country. I should
like also to express my appreciation of
the Government proposal to liberalise
the conditions of the Agricultural Bank
Act.  There can be no doubt that one
of the best species of investment
for the BState is that which, while
guaranfeeing to the State interest and

_ sinking fund on its money, assures it the

posal to overcome the difficulty fore-

shadowed by the member for
Perth (Mr. Illingworth), when he stated
that about 11,000,000 acres of land
have been alienated, while less than
400,000 are wunder cultivation. The
rigid enforcement of the improvement
conditions will, in my opinion, overcome
a very serious difficulty ip our land
settlement policy—a difficulty caused not
exclusively by the large landowner, but
by other men who have taken up con-
ditional purchase areus as mere specu-
lations, and oot with any intention of
becoming bone fide settlers. T say, we
have just as mwuch right to Llock the
stall speculator as we have to block the
large. The evil is the same. The differ-
ence is one of degree in the enormity of

West

advantage of a large agricultural produe-
tion. Whilst on this gquestion of land
settlement, I hope that the Government
will seriously consider the advisability of
making available on the various timber
areas and timber concessions lands which
are uow being withheld from use, merely
at the discretion of the lessees or ownars
of those areas or concessions. It has
been reported—and there are numerous
departmental reports, one of which I
bhave before me, though I do not wish to
weary the House with it—that wany
areas, particularly on the Rockingham
and Jarruhdale concession, are admir-
ably suited for orchard purposes. In
this connection, one cannot help pausing
slightly on the results that have followed
the trial export of apples frow this State.
These have recently brought most satis-
factory prices in the old country; and
the results of that experiment indicate

. the divection in whick the best energies
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of this or any other Government ought
to be expended—in trying to promete in
every possible shape and form the build-
up of a substantial fruit industry in
Western Australia.  On such areas and
concessions as I have referred to it bas
been estimated that, within a short radius
of Perth, there is something like a mil-
lion acres of land practically withheld from
uee. I believe that recently, so far as the
Canning concession is coocerned, it has
been made possible by some arrangement
to make the land available for settlement.
I hope in view of the possibility of fruit-
growing in this State, some measure will
be brought down by the Governmens
which will enable us to deal with these
portions of the State that can be made
nee of for practical purposes on the Dar-
ling Range. The dairying industry is
another very important industry which
needs fostering in this State. There can
be few more deplorable facts in counce-
tion with the import statistics of this
State than the fact that we are import-
ing every day of the year such an enorm-
ous quantity of, I was going fo say
foreign butter, a commodity which, at
all events, we ought to be able to produce
within our coasts. It seems to me that
this industry has not in the past received
the encouragement and assistance from
the Government of the day it should
have received. One bas only to travel,
as I did recently in the Eastern States to
see in Queensland and New South Wales
the wonderful strides they are making in
opening up the dairying industry. One
may go along to-day to a forest, ubwost
& denge jungle, good scrub country but
excellent land, and in eighteen months’
time he will see catile browsing on every
kill throughout tbe length and breadth
of that country. There is no doubtevery
encouragement has been given to this
industry in Queensland, New South
Wales, and Victoria, and the results
uttained are in every degree absolutely
satisfactory, ot only to the State itself
but to those engaged in the industry.
T trust something more than an ordinary
departure will be made to establish
on somcthing like a sound footing the
dairying industry in this State. In
regard to the railway proposals of the
Government, there are many propusals
being brought forward at present; and I
want to emphasise, so far as the South-
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‘Western District is concerned, the naces-
sity for upening up some of that country
so adwmirably adapted for closer settle-
ment. We have in the South-Western
Distriet areas of magnificent soil on which
it would be possible for families to make
a very excellent living and to thrive and
prosper on proportionately small areas of
lund, as compared with the larger areus
that must be alienated in the Eastera

District. I think we should encourage

48 much as we possiby can the small

holder and closer settlement. In the
strong advocacy for opening nup our
Eastern wheat and other cereal [ands, and
I am reminded our great North-West
country, I am rather afraid that the pos-
sibilities of the South-West may unfor-
tunately be overlooked. WhileI haveno
desire to depreciate for one moment the
great possibilities of our Eastern District
or of our great North-West country, I
do not want anyone to lose sight of the
possibilities of our South-West country.
There are many railways that could be
opened up in the South-West with con-
stderable advantage, not only for the
purpose of opening up the immediate
lands they would traverse, but to bring
them within measurable distance of the
porta, so as to make it possible, so far as
the future of this State is concerned, that
the produce of the KEastern and other
districts may be carried to the ports in
the South-West with the minimom of
railway carriage. It is a question that
ought to bave some little weight in con-
nection with the building of these rail-
ways. Their object should wot only be
to open up certain agricultural lands
which they will traverse, but also to pro-
vide for the future, that is to provide
for shipping facilities for the country
that lies farther back. There is one
railway which T bope will not be lost
sight of, and that i ove asloug the
Preston valley, which will ultimately
be continued to the Upper Blackwood
und then on tv the Great Southern
Railway. This is undoubtedly one of
the best proposals subwmitted to this
country. [MRr. Ewine: Hear, hear)
Not only will it have the effect of opening
up svime of the finest orchurd land in the
South-West, but it will also, I may
add, serve to open up some of the finesi
timber country that the State contains.
There 1s another proposal, and I am
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glad to know that wmy friend the member
for Murray (Mr. McLarty) was good
enough to give notice of a wotion
concerning it this afternoon; that is the
railway from Pinjarra to Marradong,
which, if constructed with a view to
aiding the timber industry, will be the
means of bringing within use a large
scope of good timber country lying to
the east of Pinjarra. I hope that if
serions proposals are made in regard to
this railway, due regard will be paid to
the interests of the timber trade; and I
am sure we could very easily combine the
interests of the timber trade with the
interests of those engaged in agriculture
in that veighbourhood. There i1s a good
deal of talk of joining the present
Jandakot Railway with™ the South-
Western Railway. The proposal to
junction it with the Sounth-Western
Railway is one that meets with my
hearty approval; but I would like to see
something more definite in regard to this
matter. I am not one of those who
agree to the extension being made toa
village called Armadale. If it is to be
built at all, I want to see it built
with a view to the timber possibilities
which exist there, with a view to the
160,000 acres of the Flora and Fauna
Reserve and the timber areas lying to the
east. of Pinjarra; Dbecause it is most
likely that the port of shipment for that
timber will be Fremantle. If the junction
is wade at Mundijong it will be the
means of materially reducing the mileage
and railway freightage on the timber
from the South-West to Fremantle, It
is not only a question of distance; it is
also a question of grade. Onbe of the
most dificult grades in the South-Western
Railway from Perth to Brunswick, is the
section between Mundijongand Armadale.

Mzr. Bovrron: Where did you get
your information ¥

Me. A. J. WILSON : It is immaterial
where I got my information. The only
thing that is materia! is that my infor-
mation is correct.

Mg. Gurr: The gradeis 1 in 80.

Mr. Borron: Itisnot; itis1 in 99.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: The effect not
only of shortening the distance but of
minimising the grade will be material to
the running of the railways oun this par-
ticular length. In the Governor's Speech
I fiod proposuls in regard to con-
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stitutional reform. So faras I am per-
sonally concerned, the Goveroment have
not by any means gome far enocugh. 1
think in Western Australia to-day that
80 mewmbers of Parliament are more than
is necessary for the domestic government
of this State; and I think in any pro-
posals for constitutional reform we
should provide for a reduction in the
number of members of Parliament. I
think we should seriously consider
whether or not the time is not ripe in the
history of State Governments in the
Commonwenlth of Australia for some
constitutional reform in the direction of
the unicameral system. I am inclined
to the conclusion personally thatif we
bad a House consisting of 30 members
elected on the present Assembly franchise
and 20 members elected on the Legie-
lative Council franchise, sitting together,
it would be ample for all the require-
ments of the State of Western Australia
at the preseut time. This strikes me as
being a very much better way of econo-
mising than by the proposal emanating
from the present Government in the
direction of a reduction of Ministerial
salaries. We ought also to seriously
consider in the matter of constitutional
reform whether or not itis not consonant
with the best principles of constitutional
governwent that when members of Par-
liament are sent to & Houso of Parliament
to legislate for the affairs of the country,
we ought to select from the -elected
representatives the five or six ablest and
most capable men to administer the affairs
of the State. I think the time has come
when, in the interests of the State, there
ghould be a etop, once and for all, to the
game of “ins and outs,” aud when we
should have a fairly defined settled policy,
and when it will be possible for us, by
the adoption of the principle of elective
Ministries, to overcome the jealousy and
the scrambling for office so frequent
in Australian Parliaments in these latter
days. In connection with the question
of electoral reform, I hope that when the
Electoral Bill comes down, some provision

. will be made along the line of issuing

voters’ rights. T think we ought to have
some investigation in regard to this
matter before the Bill comes down, and 1
believe that if we had a committee of this
House to go into it and sift the watter

. to the Lottom, it would be possible for
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us to inculecate in the Electoral Bill a
provision for the issne of electors’ rights.
In regard to exhaustive ballots, I was
pleased to hear the announcement of the
Premier and also the announcement of a
Minister at Fremantle; and I sincerely

hope that there will be provision in the.

Electoral Bill for exhaustive Dballots.
In regard to the reduction of the
franchise for the Legislutive Council, I
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do not agree with the proposal of the .

Government for a reduction to £15.
seems to me that the interesis of that
section of the community in whose in-
terests primarily the Legiclative Counvil
exists would be perfectly and thoroughly
safeguarded by a reduction of the fran-
chise to that of household franchise.
The reductton to £15 will, in ¥ opinion,
bave very little effect in increasing the
number of voters for the Upper House.
Another very important matter is the
question of the Public Service Commis-
sioner. I do not for a moment propose
to enter nto any criticism of the Public
Service Commissioner, but I desire to
direct the attention of the House to the
fact that it is not long since we were
engaged in the passage of the Public
Service Act, in which it was sought in my
opinton to relieve Ministers of the
responsibility of dealing with the difficult
work of classifying the public servige
departments, and removing the responsi-
bility from their shoulders to one person
who should be a Public Service Commis-
sioner, and should be wunswerable directly
to the House for the work he was required
to do. It is clearly the duty of the
House when we find the Public Service
Commissioner trying to do his work
honestly and fearlessly, and without
favour I believe, to slrengthen the hands
of the Public Service Commissioner just
the same as we would hold up the hauds
of the Auditor General of the State. One
cannot but regret that the Government
have not seen fit up till the present,
although the first section of the classifica.
tion hus been befure the ¢country for some
time, to arrive at any conclusion on the
matter.
the classification was attempted in sec-
tions, because in dealing with it in sectious
the effect on the State which the criticism
already levelled at the Public Service
Commissioner would have, and in many
cuges very unfuiv criticisin indeed, may

It
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very seriously and prejudicially operate
against the successful classification of the
remaiving departments. It sirikes me
it would have been better had that
particular classification been held back
until the Commissioner had been able
to report on the whole of the service
However, in this matter T hope we
shall recognise, as far as the House
is concerned, that the Commissioner is
the servant of the House, responsible
to the House, and it is the duty of

' the House to hold up his hand and see

Personally [ regret the fact that

that he is not unfairly treated in his
arduous work. In connection with the
financial position of the State I do not
pose as a financiul expert, but I want to
say personally, in view of the fuct that
there is a wide discrimination between
taxation per ge and revenue in the ordi.
nary sense, [ want members to ask them-
selves first whether there is 2 necessity
for more taxation until such time as
we have satisfied ourselves that there is
no possibility of retrenchment taking
pluce without injuring the efficiency of
the departments. I am inclined to agree
with the member for Katanning (Hon.
F. H. Piesse) when he says that the
carrying of » deficit is not a matter of
very serious mioment as far as the State
is concerned. In view of the figures
quoted by the member for West Perth
(Mr. IYlingworth) this evening I am more
than ever convinced on that question,
when we find that fitteen millions of our
sixtevn millions of loan moneys have been
expended on reproductive works, When
we find these works in such a satisfactory
position, I think more than ever we ought
to recognise that the taxation of the
people in this Stateis not very high com-
puratively, und although our revenue may
be higher per head than is the case in
the Bustern States, yet we have to recoy-
nise they have in existence in the Eastern
States forms of taxation that do notexist
here, and our revenue is only high be-
cwuse we have underiaken more State
operations in Western Australia than is
the case in the Bastern States; and afeer
all I think our revenue is about £11 per
head of the population that is taken by
tuxation from the people of the State.
When we consider the direct services
rendered through the Railway Depart-
ment, or the Mrmes Department, or other
public departments of the State, I 1hink
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we shall recognise that there is no need | sent that vast and valuable portion of the

for any retrenchment. At all events be-
fore we decide on retrenchment we must
be thoroughly satisfied that we are not
retrenching at the expense of the efficiency
of any of the State departments. If
there are any wasters, or any unemployed
in the publlc service, I say the Public
Service Commissioner, or the Minister
controlling a department, onght not to
hesitate to take action in regard to that
department. We must have onr service
as efficient as possible, and whilst we
desire to give adequate value for services
rendered, we desire to have adequate
service for the value given. Then we
bave to consider in the guestion of re-
trenchment whether we cannot pay too
cheaply for the able conduct of the affairs
of our departments. With the proposal
to tax nmmproved land values I scarcely
need say I am heartily in accord, and I
hope when this proposal comes down at
least it will be a proposal that will be of
sowe practical utility as far as the country
is concerned. As to the loan policy of
the Government, I have no serious ap-
prehension as to this particular line of
policy, because 1 believe the fact of
spending loan moneys on such works as
are enumerated in the Speech of His Ex-
cellency the Governor completely safe-
guards the State and secures us against
the possibility of uofair expenditure.
‘What strikes me at the present fime is
that it iz clearly the duty of members of
Parlisment and the people of the State
to recognise that we have in our province
one of the most wonderful heritages in
the Commonwealth of Australia. We
have practically unlimited possibilities in
our great natural resources, and all we
require is a wise, settled, progressive Gov-
ernment. From the people we ask for
support. and confidence, indomitable
energy and industry, which are essential
to the promotion and steady progress
and the well-being of our people; and
with these it is possible for us to make
our State what it is destined to be, one of
the brightest jewels in the crown of
elllpll’e.

Me. A, MALE (Kimberley): IThad vo

intention of speaking this evening, asLam -

suffering from a rather bad cold, and in
fact my only excuse fur speaking al all on

the Address-in-Reply is the fact that T

aud one of the tuo few mewbers who repre-

State known as the great North-West
and Kimberley. T would like to point
out that owing to the resignation of the
member for Pilbarra there are at the
present time only three members n the
House who represent that vast portion of
the State, and for that reason I shall
confine my remarks as much as possible
to matters affecting the North. In the
first place I would like to point out that
I regret, and I think the people of the
North regret, the fact that in the counsti-
tution of the present Ministry no direct
representation has been given to the
North, and we rather regret that fact for
the reazon that the ex-Prewier when
forming his Cabinet gave us direct repre-
sentation in the Ministry, an bonour that
has seldom if ever before been extended
to the North. Perbaps that may not
be such a great detriment to that portlon
of the State, but at the same time we
canitot help recognising the fact when we
analyse the Ministry that we cannot find
any Minister with a veal or personal
knowledge of the North. In fact I donbs
very much if any of the Mintsters has
travelled further along the north coast
than Geraldton. Ta pointing this eut I
do not wish to imply that the Ministry
by any mesans are going to neglect the
North, for I firmly believe they will to
the best of their knowledge do all that is
necessary for its development and im-
provement; but 1 only point that out to
emphasise the fact that without any
direct knowledge of the North we can
hardly expect that amount of attention
which we undoubtedly deserve. We are
told that a oumber of Bills are to be
submitted to thiz House for our con-
sideration, and amoungst them will Le &
Bill fur amending the Constitution, wnd
under that I would like to point vut the
fact, which T have already referred to, of
the poor representation of the North in
this House.  Perbaps from a popu-
lation point of view we have as wmuch
as we deserve. I do not think we
can lovk uwpen it as being the only
factor when we consider the vast
area involved, the different industries
that are concerned, and the slow means

. of communication throughout that portion

of the State. Under these circumstances
we have some justification for referring
to the fact of our puor representution.
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Let us take Kimberley alone with its
gomething like 1,000 miles of coast line,
and its population scattered hundreds of
miles inland: it seems to me perfectly
impossible for uny one wman o properly
represent and look after the interests of
that district. 1t would take months to
go all over that district and get familiar
with the different portions of it, and it
seems to me hardly fair to expect one
man to undertake all that and at the same
time to try aud do a fair thing to the
whole, We have heard a lot about the
construction of light railways and the
development of agricultural areas, timber
areas, and sv forth, but we hear nothing
at all about the opening up of the great
trunk road to the North. ‘T'here is some
slight mention of it in the Speech of the
Guvernor, in which he refers to the
fact that—

Strong representations have from time to
time been placed before the Linperial authori-
ties regarding the urgent necessity for a
proper aurvey of the North-West coast of the
State, and my Ministers are at present giving
farther attention to this matter, with a view
of securing the assistahce of the Admiralty at
the earliest possible date.

That is satisfactory, and I trust it will
not be left to drop. The ocean is vur
great trunk roud to the North, and I
think we have a right to demand the
same congiderativn as is required by the
wmore favoured centres of the South and
of the Goldfields. The want of proper
and complete surveys has been responsible
fur muerous accadents on our coasts,
I am glad to say we have not had to
veport the loss of life, bul at the same
time we Lave had to report the loss of
valuable property. Therefore, it is very
necessary that surveys should he effected.
In addition to these surveys there is the
matter of the lighting of our coast, and
I regret to say that no mention has been
made in the Governor’s Spesch in refer-
ence to this. 1 regret it for one reason,
that I think ubt the present lime we are
losing our golden opportunity, an oppor-
tunity which will probably never ocenr
agmin. 1 lelieve it is the intention rof
the Federal authorities to, at a very early
date, take over the whele of the wanage-
ment of the lighting of the coasts of Aus-
tralia, in which case it will probably take
them a year or two to get the depurtment
inavder, and thenn when they have mnoney to
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not think much will be spent on ouwr
coast, but it will be spent on the coasts
of those States where they bave the
thickest population. If we take our own
coast line from Dongarra to the north-
east extremity of the West Austra-
lian border, a  distance of sume 3,300
miles, we find we have 23 lights. Eight
of these lights are mere lanterns or jetty
lights. As to the 15 remaining, with the
exception of three they are only port
lights; and that gives us three coast
lights in o distance of 3,800 miles, und it
is a noticeable fuct that the farther north
we get from Premantle the more the
strength of these lights diminishes. At
Rottnest we have a 45,000 candle power,
at Gerzldton 20,000 candle power, ut
Cossack 2,600, and then anything is
good enough for Kimberley and the rest
of the coast farther north. I think that
when we consider that the trade of the
North is increasing every day, that the
passenger traffic is getting more and
more, and that large steamers are travel-
ling up and down our coast with valuable
cargoes, the members for the North are
justified in demanding that reasonable
and proper facilities should be granted to
afford a safe passage up and down the
coast. I may point out that the exports
out of the State from the more nurthern
ports during the last three years, accord-
ing to the figures given by the Federal
authorities, ran into more than £1,100,000,
and then when we consider that the
amount that came to Fremantle from
those ports last vear alone comprised
over 20,000 head of cattle—brought down
for the metropolitan and goldfields mar-
kets—and 100,000 sheep, these figures,
I think, will show that the trade of the
coust demands some consideration. L am
pleased to say that provision is to be
made for improvements and additions
to tbe North-West tramways. The
Premrier, in his Bunbury speech, referred
to the fact that criticisms had been
made of the works of the Public Works
Department, and I think that in that
respect the North perhaps can speak
rather feelingly; I kunow I can speak
feelingly myself. Only a few weeks ago,
when I wus in Broome, the tram ran off
the line three times between Brooine and
the jetty. A short time ago I was at
Wyndham, There I saw one of the piles

spend on the lighting of the voast, I do | of the jetty eaten right off, and the pile
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was simply wobbling about. These facts
are small in themselves, yet I think they
speak rather forcibly as regurds the
Public Works Department in the North.
The Governor in his Speech refers to the
fact that it will be necessary for Ministers
to effect all possible economies. 1 would
also like to point out the fact that “a
atitch in time saves nine,” und it is not
altogether econowmy to try and cut down
expenditure at the expense of public
works already in existence. It is not
economy to let our tramways, jetties, or
public buildings go to rack aud ruin.

{Mg. lLtinewoRTH took the Chair.]

It is very essential that they should be
properly maintained, and it seems to me
that for the true and economical working
of the North it will be necessary for the
Works Department to have some re-
organisation of their system there. When
we find buildings that have been con-
structed of wood and irun—as buildiogs
in the North have to be—left exposed to
the extremes of the tropical climate, left
for a period of six years without being
repainted and done up, it stands to reagson
that they must go to ruck and rwin, and
it is necessary for the Works Department
to take steps to look after these buildings.
To do that it will probably be necessary
to give a much larger grant for their
upkeep. It will also be necessary to
provide more supervision to look after
these works. At the present time we find
them with one officer who is supposed to
look after the whole of the buildings of
the Public Works Department from
Carparvon to the Far North, a task
which on the face of it is absord.
It takes that ofticer all his time
to travel over the vast areas there,
and he has uot only a coust line of some
thousands of miles, but has inland places.
He has Hall's Creek, Matrble Bar, and
all round there to look after at tke same
time. 1t simply means that when he lets
work in one place there is no supervision
vver that work, and when it is completed
he has to wire to a postmaster, magis-
taate, or some other official who has no
knowledge of public works, to find out
if this work has been constructed, and
paywents have to be masde on the word of
this postwaster or other official person.
It seems to me that for the true econowmic
working of the North il should either be
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divided into two or more districts, or au
officer should be given supervisors capable
of going round and supervising new work
and looking after old work already in
existence. In his policy speech the Pre.
nter wade allusion to the Pilbarra Rail-
way, but no reference is made toitin
the Speech of Flis Excellency the Gov.
erpor. I trust that this matter will not
be left to drop. The subject of the Pil-
barra Raijlway has been before the public
for a long while, and it is quite
time it should be brought to some
definite conclusion. Probably this matter
bas been treated from a wrong point
of view in some respects. In my opinion
the public have been considering rather
too much the merits of Cossack and Port
Hedland, and whilst considering the
respective merits of those places have
failed to give due consideration to the
miners who have been requiring the rail.
way. What I think is required is a
ruilway from Pilbarra to the coast: it
does not matter what portion of the
coast it fouches, as long as it is a suit-
able place, Having decided, as I think
bas already Leen devided several times,
that such a railway is justifiable, the route
way in wmy opinion be left to the experts,
pamely the Government engineers. I
really think that if the people in Cossack
and Port Hedland had counsidered
movre the interests of the miners and not
so much their own respective ports,
the chances are that the railway
would by this fime have been an accom-
plished fuct. In connection with that
railway—and as I take it with all mining
railways—it must be more or less of a
speculalive nature, and under these eir-
cumstances L think all that is required is
a narrow-gauge railway, to be built at
half the cost of the standardised railways
such us tenders were called for a short
time ago; tenders which iocluded the
construction of large stations aud other
items which could very easily he left out
of consideration at Pilbarra. It seems to
me rather a matter for regret that the
present Colonial Treasurer, when acting
as Minister for Public Works, was unable
to take that contemplated trip of his to
the North, together with the Eogineer-
in-Chief. {Iuterjection.] That is quite
probable, but even in spite of the broken
bottles the people would favour what few
visits they could get from southern
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members as well as southern Ministers,
and they bad anticipated some good
results from such a visit. The fact
remains that more good can be done by
a personal sighting of things than can
often be gained from quires of foolscap;
and even now, if it is not possible for the
present Minister for Works to make that
contemplated trip, I trust that he will
before long be able to see his way clear
to allow tbe Engineer-in-Chief to make a
trip to the Far North, so that he will be
able to see for bimselt the nature of the
public works of the North, and will then
be much better able to cope with requisi-
tivns which come down for further works.
I am pleased to see that provision has
been made for the completion of the
rabbit-proof fence ; also for a Number 3
fence from Warra Warra to the coust
pear Northamption. It is a matter
of great regret that no provision
apparently so fur has been made to
save Kimberley from the rabbits, At
the present time the fence running
from Eucla to the North-West coast can
only be looked upon as a track on which
the rabbits can run straight into the
Weat Kimberley District. As soon as
they touch the fence from the east they
stmply run along the fence as fust as
they can, and it seems to me that it will
not be very long before they are into the
Kimberley country, if some attempt is
not made to stop themn. Properly to
block them would be a very big under-
taking; that is, to run a fence right
across to the South Australian border.
But I think it is quite vecessary that
some provision should be made to check
them —to put up a carb fence, perhaps,
of some two or three hundred miles into
the desert, to try by that means to turn
them back. When we consider that the
whole of the beef supply of the south
and of the goldiiclds comes from Kim-
berley, when we consider that there are
millions of acres of land up there capuble
of carrying stock, I think it is quite a
fair thing 1o ask that the Kimberley
districts should he protected; for it 1s
very certain that if the rabbits get there
that country will be practically ruined.
1t seems to e that a quesiion of that
kind is quite as important to the Stateas
the fostering of the agricultural areas
and the building of spur lines.
pleased tu see that the Government arve
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going on with the pioneering work of
artesian boring right throughoyt the
North-West. This work, which has been
sturted to the north of Carnarvon, has
been crowned with success at Broome,
and for that town solves the guestion of
water supply, which hay been one of
gerious moment to it for some time past.
I trust that the suceess which the bores
have attained there will be the forerunner
of their farther success in the North,
where at the present time water is
badly required in the dry areas. The
Governor, in his Speech, refers to
the fact that rains have fallen in
the North ; but that, unfortunately, does
not apply to the Far North, the Kim-
herley distrivts, which are experiencing a
dvy seagon following on a dry season,
with the result that where people have
water now the feed is all done, and where
they have good feed they have no water. It
is in these dry districts that we hope to
gee the artesian bores. By petting a good
supply in these areas it will be possible
for the country to carry not only the
present stock, but hundredsand thousands
of stock in addition, Asa representative
of the pearling industry, it may be advis-
able to suy a few words, although there is
really not much to say. At the present
time the pearling industry is in anything
bot a flourishing condition, owing to the
iow prices ruling. But the pearlers do
endeavonr to assist themselves before
they come to the Government for assist-
ance. At the present time they have
decided to send a representative to
Europe, to see whether they can find new
markets and improve the present market
for their commodity. The only mmanner
in which we do hope the Government will
assist us is by introducing a Bill to deal
with illicit pearl-buying on our coast;
and if they do that, it will he of great
and materia) assistance to the pearlers in
keeping down a vice that is petting very
previlent in the Nor’-West. Land settle-
ment in the North has been referred to.
This is a phase of settlement which will
have to come; but I doubt if the time is
just yel. There is no doubt that the
millions of acres of rich Jand in the Nurth
will have to be developed. Already we
have had small instances of what can
be done there. At Sunday Island
sumples  of cotlon have heen produced

. which are equal to anythiny that can
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be required. At Beagle Bay, some
years ago good samples of tobacco were
grown by the Trappisis who were residing
there; and although they did not actually
sinoke the leaf themselves, they wereable
to supply the tobacco required by the
uatives, At the same place there is a
fine banana plantation. Cocoanuts have
been in full bearing in the North for
several years, and there is no doubt that
much might be done to cultivate tropieal
crops if suitable labour could be found
and suitable areas provided. Tt seems to
me that some swall amount might well
be spent in experinental work in the
North, to find out what really are suitable
ecrops for the climate. The mineral
resources of the North, no doubt, will
prove to be of great value; and I think
that we are justified in asking the
Goverament to give all possible assist-
ance to prospectors and others who are
willing to risk life and capital. Ishould
like to refer to the matter of protection
to setilers in the North, We continually
hear complaints of trouble with the
natives. They spear white men and
others; hence the settlers require some
consideration. A short time ago a case
was heard at Wyndham, in which a
native was prosecuted for the murder of
o white man. At the preliminary hear-
ing the native was convicted of murder,
and a Judge was sent io try the case.
Counsel was sent to defend the native,
but unfortunately no counsel was sent
for the prosecution; and on a guestion
of law this native ultimately got off.
The people of East Kimberley fcel very
keenly that this miscarriage of justice bas
let loose whai to them i1s an apparent
murderer; and they demand that for
the future skilled prosecution
ba provided where skilled defence is
grovided. It is, as a rule, quite as
ifficult for the settlers to provide
skilled prosecution as it is for the
native to provide skilled defence. In
fact, at the present time it is more diffi-
cult, as the Aborigines Board is prepared
to provide skilled defence for uatives.
The settlers only ask for fair play; and 1
think that those who bave to risk their
lives in these far-back places are justified
m asking for that. I am glad to note
thut the Government are prepared to
adopt & progressive policy, an
afraid to borrow a certain amount of
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money for pushing on the works neces.
sary for the development of the industries
of this great State. It is quite possible
that, owing to the deficit which has to be
faced, it will be necessary for some new
form of taxation to be imposed; but at
the same time, the natural progress of
this great State, combined with the
economical working of the various depart-
ments, will do mueh to reduce that defieit,
and will probably prevent any very severe
inerease of taxation, Although perhaps
not agreeing with the Government on »ll
the points of their polivy, I trust they will

. receive that amount of support which

shaill

are not .

will enable them to farther the best
interests of this grent State, and to
develop the Iatent wealth contained
therein.

On motion of M=r. Gorpux, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjouwrned a 955 o'clock,
uctil the next day.

Legislatibe @Assemblp,
Wednesday, 11th July, 19086.
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Tre SPEAKER teok the Chair at
430 o'clock p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION—ERAILWAYS ARBITRATION
AWARD.

Mz H. BROWN: I beg to ask the
question standing in my name; but



